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THE 


OF THE 


ids of BABEL: 


BEING A 


SHEWING 
That they who ought to build Jeru- 


ſalem, et themſelves moſt againſt the 
Divine Truth, and endeavour each to 
build his own BABEL of Confuſion, 
where they neither will, nor can unde r- 
ſtand the Language of GOD. 


Pſal. CXVIII. 22, 23. 


The Stone which the Builders rejected is become the 
head Stone of the Corner. This is the Lord's 
Doing, and it is marvelous in our Eyes. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
HE Letters of this ſmall Collection are much of the 
ſame Matter and Subje# with thoſe which Mrs, 
Bourignon publiſh'd in her own Life-time, under 
the Title of The Grave of falſe Theology ; where, upon Oc- 
vaſion of the Difficulties which the Clergy-men raiſed againſt 
her, ſhe diſcovers their Errours, Confuſions, Partialities, 
Diſorders, and the wilful Reſiſtance they make to the Truth and 
Holineſ3 of the ſaving Doctrine which ſhe propoſes from God, 
Here we ſee how by the Means of thoſe Men the Church 
of God has been blinded, corrupted, ſeduced, and is become a 
Synagegue of Satan, a Babel of Confuſicn, and the real 
Babylon deſcribed in the Revelation of Se. John. | 
Here we © ſee how thoſe Gentlemen, being blinded and in- 
fatuated each with the Sentiments which they have blindly 
derived from their Forefathers and from their Party, and 
oftentimes from Humane and Heatheniſh Learning, are 
unca pable of acknowledging, and far more of emiracing and 
recommending the Truth, which appears at preſent in the Di- 
vine Simplicity, Sincerity and Ingenuity, which is ſo beco- 
ming and ſo eſſential to thoſe who would become Children, 
and enter into the Kingdem of Heaven in the Quality of little 
Children, Which thoſe great Men do no ſooner diſcover, 
but, after tbe Manner of Goliah, they arm themſelves from 
Head to Foot with all their Scholaſtick Armour, join d with 
the Contempt and Imprecations with which that Giant treat- 
ed the little and ſimple David, and his poor and ſimple Ar- 
mour, which in effet, ſetting aſide the Divine Force and 
Spirit, was very mean and piriful according to the Courſe of 
the World ; but which, with the Divine Spirit, ſerv'd for an 
Inſtrument of that Victory which delivered the People of God. 
Here we ſee how thoſe Builders, when they ſet themſelves 
to build, do nothing but draw People each to their own Way, 
into their Sentiments, into their Party, and into their Sect, 
for tbeir own Honour, Glory end Advantage; inſtead of lead- 
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ii ADVERTISEMENT. 
ing Men to Chriſt, to the Simplicity of his Doctrine, and 
the Holineſs of his Life. © ͤ— æ— 

Here we ſee, that when they would better or repair their — 
Buildings, that is to ſay, when they would make Reformation, 
they follow only their own Caprice, cover d with the Letter of 
the Scripture, and each of them make Forts and Buildings in 
Oppoſition to one another, yea, they ſpend all their-Time in 
fighting, and throwing as each other Stones, Lime, Sand, 
and all their Materials, leaving to the Mercy of the open Air, 
to Rains and Tempeſts, thoſe for whom they ought to prepare 
an uſeful Houſe for their Shelter, and who are become the 
Spectators of their Combat and Duels. h 

Here we ſee, when they would rear up what hns been thrown 
down, that is, when they would convert thoſe who are gone 4. 
ſtray, they can do nothing but propoſe to them to change their 

Sect, and embrace the Party which they recommend to them, 

Deplorable Blindneſs! As af true Converſion did conſiſt in 

any other thing than in a Change of Heart and Life; and 

as 3f true Religion were any other thing than the Imitation 
of the Life of Chriſt, and the Practice of his fimple and ſa- 
ving Doctrine touching the Renouncing of all Things, the Mor- 
tiſication of one's ſelf, and Reſignation to the Will of God, 
Nevertheleſs this true Converſion. and Religion is that for 
which they have no Regard, which they do not ſeek after, 
which they rej ect ſo much, and of which they who pretend to 
be the Builders are the greateſt Enemies and Deſtroyers, as 
they are alſo of thoſe whom God ſends from time to time to 
re-eſtabliſh it. But it will prevail at laſt, by the Grace of 

God, who having overthrown all the Buildings made with 

Mens Hands, and confounded Babel and its Builders, wil 

eſtabliſh for the Chief and Foundation- Stone that Stone which 

the Builders have reje ted. May it pleaſe God to begin to 
verifie it in our Souls, Amen. | 
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Builders of BAB EL : 


LETTER l. 


The. Builders of Babel cannot endure that their 


Companions leave the Work. Under a pretext of 


Reformation, they will needs eſtabliſh and ſupport 
Babel by the moſt pernicious Errours 


SIR, 
N Tells me that I ought to adviſe you to re- 


Is 
turn to your Cure; that neither the Biſhop's 

Chancellor, nor he, will bear with your 
Abſence any longer; which ſhews that he is ſunk into 
the moſt profound Darkneſs. I know not if this will 


make you change. It appears evidently that the Time 


of Reſtitution draws near; for the Devil ſtrives every 
where to thwart the Works of God, who cold _ 
DIETS 7 On Wn truly, 
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The Confuſion of the 
truly, that Paris, and the Fanſens/ts, was none of my Buff. 
neſs; ſeeing they ſer up to reform the Church even by 
Errours, among which there was never a greater than 
that of Predeſtination, as you may diſcover by the five 
'Lerters ® which I have written to you, of which I ſend 

youſRhe two firſt : The fifth is already fwelled to Seven 

Sheets, and I do nor yet ſee the End of it. | 
2. It is like a Fountain that cannot be dried up. In it 
I treat of the State of the Creation of the World and 
Men : How all things were then; and how they ſhall 
be reſtored unto the ſame Perfection in which God Crea- 
ted them: This is ſo clearly repreſented, that none can 
doubt of it but they who wilfully perſiſt. an their Errours. 
3. The Devil oppoſes this Light; and he leaves off 
to promote the Signing of his Formulary, that he may 
gain the more. He ſaw that he could not yer gain all 
good Men by the Force of this Subſcriprion, and therefore 
he ſtrives now to gain all the reſt by a falſe Reformation 
of the whole Church. He could never cover himſelf with 
a fairer Cloak. Theſe are his moſt cunning Stratagems, 
from which he derives the greateſt Advantage; and he 
has ſtill done his greateſt Fears under appearances of 
Good : For elſe he would gain none but the Wicked, 
He began to give a ſweet Morſel ro good Men by the 
Condemnation which the Pope made of ſome bad 
' Maxims ; and now he is like to make them take large 
Draughts of his Cup by the ſhew of a general Refor- 
mation. Mark all well, and you will perceive this clearly, 


Amſterdam, ob. 
2% b, 1668. 
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F They-ar 4 thoſe of the New Heaven, and the New Earth, 


LET, 


LET. So Builders of Babel, 7 
LETTER. I. 


The Builders of Babel cannot bear with thoſe who 
Build Jervialem: And they accuſe them of the 
Evils of which they themſelves are guilty, as of 
Diviſions and Troubles. They blame them for omit- 
ring the uſe of outward Ceremonzes, while they | 
wemſelves negle the Efſence of Chriſtianity, the 
Virtues and Commands of Jeſus Chriſt. Each of 
them woulda draw all others to themſelves and 

| bind their Conſciences, that they might lord it 
over the whole World, as did the Powers of be 


% 


S I R, | 
] Perceived by what yau were pleaſed to write former- 
ly to Mr. Tielens, that the Miniſters of the Reformed 
Church deſpife you, becauſe you Read my Writings, 
and have an eſteem for me and my Doctrine; and e- 
ven with Contempt and Calumnies, they bring you 
many Reaſons to deſpiſe them. This cannot come from 
a good Spirit, ſince they have no ground to do it; for 
I never did them any evil; I do not know them, and 
they likewiſe own that they do not know me, and that 
they have not read my Writings: And yer they tell 
you, that you do ill ro read or follow them., 

2. You ſee how abſurd the Spirit and Procedure of 
thoſe Perfons are who count themſelves Wiſe : For to 
ſay that a Thing is Evil, before they know ir, is to ſpeak 
without any ground; and to ſay that you do ill to fol- 
low the Doctrine that TI teach, without knowing whe- 
ther it is good or bad, is to act like a Hair-brain'd 
Fool, who knows not what he ſays. I thought ſuch Per- 
ſons. would have had more fear of God, and more 
care of their Reputation, than to alledge Falſhoods that 
they mighr Calumniate me: For tho' Lying is ſubtle, 

yer Truth is more powerful. and confounds Liars. 
2. 1 
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; 4 The Confuſion of the 4 
3. I underftand by yours of rhe 26th of Decemb. (which 
| I received yeſterday) that theſe Preachers: accuſe me of 
many Crimes; and I cannot obſerve ſo much as one 
true thing in all their Accuſations ; but they are Fidti. 
ons, quite . contrary to true matters of Fact. For 
they ſay firſt, That yon 1 to avoid my Perſon, and not 
to follow my Inſtructions, becauſe I would raiſe Diviſions 
in Chriſtendom. And they cite ſome Paſſages of Sci. 
pture, to ſhew that the Apoſtles forbade to follow thoſe 
who make Diviſions in the Church. This would be a 
good Advice for you, if it were true, that I aim'd to 
raiſe Diviſions in Chriſtendom: You ought in ſuch a 
'* Caſe to obey thoſe Teachers, and not ro follow my Do- 
Ctrine, which would be Evil; for the Spirit of God is a 
Spirit of Peace and Union, and not of Quarrels and Di- 
viſions. Chriſt prayed unto his Father before his Death, 
and beg'd that (a) His Diſciples might be one, even as he 
and the Father were one. Pp 
4. And if T were not poſſeſſed with that ſame Spirit 
of Union which Chriſt pray'd for unto his Father, I 
would not be his, and you ought not to believe me, 
and far leſs to follow me: Bur if thoſe Preachers had 
read my Writings, they could never have accuſed me 
of this Crime of Diviſion; fince I reftifie in ſo many 
divers Places, how much I bewail rhe Schiſms and Di- 
viſions that have happened in Chriſtendom, which I 
would deplore with Tears of Blood : For thoſe Di- 
viſions have brought in Hatred and Romy amongſt 
Chriftians, and make them hare one another becaule of 
their different Sentiments: Whereas had they remain'd 
united together, this murual Hatred amongſt them had 
never riſen to ſo great a height. Wherefore I would 
have been very far from cauſing Diviſions amongſt Men, 
fince I look upon this as rhe greateſt Evil in the World. 
5.And thaſe Preachers have no ground to compare me, 
(as you write they do) to thoſe who make Diviſions in 
England: For I do not think that any of theſe are guided 
by a Good Spirit, but rather by an Evil one: And even 
\ thoſe Quakers who call themſelves God's peculiar People, 
and Men enlightned by the Holy Spirit, are, in my Opi- 
nion, led by the Evil Spirit; as I have ſufficiently 
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Lett. II. Builders ef Babel. 5 
made appear in the Warning I haye writ againſt them, 
which will be Publiſhed ere long, and you will do well 
to ſhew it to the Preachers; ſince there they will find 
many of their Doubts reſolve d, and will have alſo the 
Confuſion of ſeeing the Falſhood of their Accuſations 
againſt, me, and that they build their Calumnies upon 
falſe Foundations, and falſe Suppoſitions, which are en- 
tirely contrary to true matter of Fact. | 5 
6. For they ſay, that I deſpiſe the Sacraments and 
other outward Devotions; when, I think, no Perſon can 
efteem them more than I do; for theſe Quakers accy- 
ſed me in the ſcurrilous Pamphlet they wrote againſt me, 
at I bad an abominable Doctrine of ſending People to 
Church, or to Sermons, or the Sacraments, or other outward 
Devetions; and they wonld conclude from this that 1 
had not rhe Spirit of God, ſince I eſteemed {till thoſe 
ourward Devotions, and perſuaded others alſo to uſe 
them as means to draw near to God. : 
7. Your, Preachers may read what I have written up- 
on this Subject in that Warning, ſo that I need ſay no 
more here about it;bur Iwillſatisfie them as to what they ſay, 
that in effect I deſpiſe the Sacraments and other outward 
Devot ions, becauſe I my ſelf do not go to the Church, nor to 
the Sacraments ; and they would repel all I ſay in the 
Praiſe of Holy things by this, that I do not obſerve 
them my ſelf, ro give example unto others; and they 
infer from this, that T ſpeak with Diſſimulation, in Praiſe 
of thoſe Holy, things, and not ſincerely as T think in my 
Heart, Bur thoſe Jealonſies they have concerning me, 
make me ſee ſufficiently that they do not at all know 
me; for if they knew me only outwardly, they would 
ſee plainly, that I am ſincere, and nor feigned, or a dif. 
ſembler : So that if I had in my Heart a contempt for 
the Sacraments and other ourward Devotions; I would 
declare it openly by word and writing; becauſe J have 
overcome the World, and am not afraid ro ſpeak the 
Truth of what I know. 5 5 
8. I have written indeed againſt the Abuſe of the Sa- 
craments and other outward Devotions; bur I never 
ſpoke againſt the things themſelves: ſince they are good, 
and have often been Means of Uniting me to God, as 
have written in the foreſaid Warning. But if I go nor 
how ro Church, or Sacraments, this is not done our 
F 1 . of 


5 Ne Confuſion of the 3 
cf a" Contempr of Holy Things, but becauſe 1 have 
not now ſo great need of outward Means of Union 

with God, as I had CT; when the Converſation of 
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others, and the Diverſion of Worldly Affairs, withdrew 


me from artending upon him: I went then to Church, 
and receivd rhe Sacraments, that I might be the more 
recollected, and united unto God, But fince God gave 
me the Grace to find this Recollection in my Cloſet, 


and to converſe in Spirit wich God in Solitude, I judged 
ir not ſo neceſfary ro uſe thoſe ourward Ceremonies, 


_ -which ſomerimes would prove a Diſtraction to my in- 
ward Recollection. „ | 
9. This is partly the Reaſon why J have left therft 


off; bur this is not all: For if I had Liberty to go to 
Church, I would ſtill go on the Days appointed, and 
would receive the Sacrament ar the time appointed fot 
ir: fince I am under the Ordinances of the Roman 
Church, and Chriſt has taught ine ro obey tlie Laws of 


God and Man, as he himſelf did when he was on Earth, 
yielding obedience ro Cæſur, and to other Superiours, 


tho theſe were ſometimes evil, but their Commands 
were good; as I have ſhew'd particularly in the foreſaid 


t arning; which your Preachers may read, and may - 


have Satisfaction as to all their Pleas againſt me. 


10. And if notwithſtanding all this they ſtill afficm; 
chat I deſpiſe the Holy Solemnities, becauſe I do not 


obſerve them my ſelf ; 1 will ſay; that I have Reaſons 


more than ſufficient for doitig this, which abutidantly 
_ excuſe me for not going to Church; fince I cannot fo 
ut 


thirher without hazard of my Life; and it is not law 


for me to expoſe my ſelf ro ſo evident Danger; and 


Neceflity has no Law. There are Perſons in the Roman 
Church who act juſt like your Preachers, and ſay without 
any Ground, that I am become an Hererick ; atid there. 
fore they would think they did God Service if they ſhould kil 
me; yea, they have fought ſeveral Occaſions ro mur- 
ther me, which God was pleaſed HN to diſcover unto 
me, that I might avoid them: And if 1 ſhould yet go to 
their Churches; I do not think 1 could return alive; bur 


they would ſtone me, as the Fews did St. Steven, for ha- 


ving ſpoke the Truth; and being born and brought up 
in the Roman Church, f am not permiitced to go into ano- 


ther, withotm a morcal Sim (according to their Ordi- 


nances ? 


Lett. II. Builders of Babel. 7 
tances: ) So that I am conftrain'd to remain in Solitude, 
and date not 1 to Church; which 1 willingly bear, and 
comfort my ſelf with this, that many holy Fathers were 
well-pleafing unto God, though they lived in Deſarts, and 
dig nor uſe the Sacraments, nor other out ward Solemni⸗ 
ies: A Paul, an Anthony, an Hilarion, did many Mi- 
racles of , ſort chan whar your Preachers boaſt 
of, namely, that there are among thoſe of Caloin's Re- 
formation ſo many Martyrs, that they may excite you 
to ĩimitate them, by continuing addicted to the Opinions 
that he maintain d, which cannot ſave your Soul. 

11. For all that Calvin ſaid is not conformable to the 
Goſpel .; and whar he ſpoke truly every one is obliged 
to follow ; becauſe: the Truth is of God, and is co be 
eſteem d whereſoever it may be found, whether among 
Papiſts, Lutherans, or Calviniſts, as your Preachers are, 
whom you do well to follow when they reach you the 
Truths of God. Bur all Calvins Opinions are not true, 
and they who die to maintain em, die Martyrs of the De- 
vil, and not of Chriſt; ſo that it would be a weak Foun- 
dation for you to reſt upon the Doctrine or Religion of 
Calvin, as your Preachers do ignorantly perſwade you: 
For to be ſaved one muſt be a Chriftian, and nor a 
Calvini ſt, as thoſe Preachers ſay you muſt be, and require 
Declaration of your Faith, whether you are yer Cal- 
waiſt or not ® > + | 3 
12: And if they ask'd me that Queſtion, to wir, If 
I were yet in che Religion in which I was born ? I would 


- 


. KUKA 


Y lay, Yes, in the Spirit of Chriſt, and not otherwiſe £ 
x For I am in the Roman Communion, and I defire nor to 
0 leap from one Religion into ahother, as thoſe wavering 


Perſons do; but I will endeavour e ee, my ſelf in 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, referring the reſt to the Judgment 
of God, and not condemning any. And I think you have 
done well not to enter in Debate with thoſe Preachers, 
neither in the Matter of Religion, nor as to my Writings 
and Perſon: For theſe have no need to be maintain d 
by humane Reaſons or Arguments, ſeeing thoſe Writings 
have in them ſufficient Evidences of the Truth : And as 
for me, I defire not to be approved by Men; for I do nor 
am at, or defire any thing in this World; and you will 
do better not to maintain my Quarrel againſt thoſe 
freachers, than to ſtrive to prove to them the Truth fo 
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8 The Confuſion of the 332.1: 
What I ſay ; for that will profir them horking:; ſincs 
| . the Blind, of whom Chriſt ſays, that (0) I +hey 
knew they were blind they would ſee clearly; but becauſe 
they ſay, We ſee, therefore they are blind, © ' © 
13. For what greater Bli of Mind can — 
have, than to believe that the Calviniſt Church is the m 
perfect of all rhe Churches in Chriſtendom; and that they 
who are in it are the Elect of God, and predeſtinated to 
Salvation ? while we ſee they live in a Looſneſs of 
Manners, and in a Neglect of all that ſavours of Piety 
and Devotion, more than thoſe of any other Party of Re- 
ligion ; and they give themſelves up to follow their own 
Wills, and to ſeek after tbat which is pleafing to Fleſh 
and Blood; though Chriſt has expreſly ſaid, that (e) 
Fleſb and Blood ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Heavey, 
So that this Church cannot be founded upon the Do- 
Qrine of Chriſt, and therefore it is not ſafe to lean to it: 
For this Reaſon if you ate obliged to anſwer out 
Preachers, and to tell them whether you are Calvinif 
or not, ſay only, that you endeavour to become a true 
Chriſtian; and that you could not hindert your ſelf from 
being born in the Calviniſi Church; but that withal 
thoſe Preachers cannot hinder yon from following the 
Truth of God, which you find in my Writings, or elſe. 
where, or which you ſhall happen to meet with now or 
afrerwards, wherever it may be ; becauſe God creared 
you free to do this; and ir is hot Mens Buſineſs to take 
his Liberty from you; and that you are convinc'd that the 
8 Truch of God is in my Writings; and that if they can dil. 
cover in them any thing that is evil, or contraty to this 
Truth, they may be pleaſed to let you ſee it, that you 
may avoid it: But that as to other things ir does not 
become them to tie Mens Conſciences to any Rules of 
Calvin, or of any other Authors, who have ſpoken ac- 
cording to their own Sentiments, rather than according 
to the Truth of God, of which they were often igno- 
rant, and did not perceive it, by reaſon of the Preju- 
dices of their Minds, or their ſtrong unmorrified Ima- 
ginations, 1 ET Ve (TT 
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det, than to perſwade you to follow Chriſt; becauſe 

they are concern d about the one, and not about the other; 

for they are hangar and reſpected by rhoſe that follow 
55 


wem, 2 they do not loſe their Dominion by the Dam- 
nation of. S 1 5 yeh they are very little concern d, 
14 17 they fable ro them during this Life : They 
not regard Erernity, becauſe they do not know it, 
hor 1 it. Therefore do not trouble your ſelf with 
their kne Diſcourſes ; but ſeek after the Truth of God 
where you may find it, and (d) it will make you free. 

16. As ro what your Preachers tell you, That they _ 
hve ſeen my Letters which I wrote to a Feſuit in Hol- 
ſein, it is as impudent a Falſhood as the reſt ; for neverin 
ny Life did I write to any Jeſuit in Holſtein, nor received 
[any Letter from one; and therefore I know not what 
jour Preachers mean when they ſay I exchanged Let- 
er with ſome Jeſuits in Holſtein, except that they deſire 
v ſpeak ill of me; and ſince they can find no Ground 
frat, they muſt invent Lies, elſe they ought to hold their 
feace 3 which they are not enclin d to do. If you can 
law from them any Accuſations they have againſt me in 
Writing,” ſend me them, and I will anſwer them as 
be Thing deſerves; bur for Lies and Falſhoods, they 
leſerve no Anſwer. We muſt let them bark as Dogs do 
t thoſe they know not. | 
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20 | The Confuſion of the 1 
15. But as for you, continue firm to the Truth of God: 
and labour to become a true Diſciple of Feſus . in 
Following his Doctrine. This is chat at which all my 
Writings aim, and not thar I may be follow'd or ap. 
prov'd by blind Men, who know not where they hal Th | 
and often embrace Falſhood for Truth, and even cannot 9 
endure that the plain Truth ſhould' come to Light, be- k 
cauſe it tacitly reproves them: For otherwiſe they would £ 
leave every Man at Freedom to read what he pleaſed, 
when there is nothing in it contrary to God and the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel z which cannot be found in my 
Writings, for —_ are in Subſtance altogether 1 
to rhe Goſpel; fo that they ought nor ſo much to en- 
quire ſo narrowly into my Perſon, as intro the Truths 1 
advance; and ſince they proceed from God, every one 
will do well to follow them, even though they had been 
written by the Devil himſelf 15 
138. Of this you may convince your Preachers, and by 
this you may direct your ſelf in time to come : And 
if you are convinced that I am guided by the Holy 
Spirit, you may follow me; but if you have not this 
Teſtimony in your Conſcience, you ought to wait nll 
ou know it better: In which I give you full Libeny, 
For I ſeek none; bur I wiſh only that all Chriſtians may 
be united in the Spirit of Feſus Chriſt, In doing which 
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They obo ſet up for the Reftorers of Iſrael, ave Build: 


My Child, 

1. J Was well pleaſed to hear of your ſafe Arrival at 

Hamburgh, and to know where you lodge. There 
is no Fault in your having diſcours' d the Diſciples of La- 
badie, ro know what Opinion they have of me: But J 
think there is no need of your ſpeaking to them any more. 
If they bring you in Writing the Contradictions, which, 
they ſay, are to be found in my Writings againſt the Ho- 
ly Scriptures; you may receive them, and bring em 
to me; but if they do not this of themſelves, do not ask 
it of them. For I love much rather to write of ſolid 
Virtue, than ro engage in Controverſie; and I think 
what I have written concerning Berkenda/ will ſuffice for 
al.,.. They will nor ſeek any more to ſet up againſt me; 
for they are all worſted by that Treatiſe ; and the laſt, 
which you have not ſeen, is far berrer than what you 
have ſeen; and all chat they could ſay or do againſt 
thoſe Truths will ſerve only for their Confuſion. 7 
2. But it is pity that Well. meaning Perſons ſuffer 
themſelves ro be carch'd by their Lies. They have no- 
thing but affected Words whereby to amyle good Peo- 
ne. If C. R thinks they have the Holy Spirit, he is 
greatly deceived, and yet more if he thinks their Senti- 
ments are not contrary to mine; ſeeing they have no- 
thing that reſembles me. This is nothing but a falſe 
Shew of Piety, and an apiſh Imitation which the Devil 
would make of the Works of God; for in effect Labadie, 
and all his Train, have nothing of the Spirit of Chri/?, 
and much of that of Antichriſt. 
23. I tell you this Truch, becauſe I know it from God ; 
and therefore C. R ought not to let himſelf be ſurpriz d, 
nor to think that I do not know them; ſince I know them 
better than they know themſelves; and I judge they and 
| ace ar as great Diſtance as is Heayen and Hell. So 
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chat if 1 am led by the Spirit of God, they are led by chat 


| I of rhe Devil. Think in. your Conſcience whar may * 21101 
| of chat Matter. I« wete not amiſs if you could learn | 
from any, whether they yer encline ro buy Noorqſtrand, n 


| not ; if not, leaye all ra God, is in Nowdſtra 
E 25d Fu; Ended "bd God wil ye 


*horhing with ** ; per will ye 
make chat Country ti be eto Warer — 
his Children come thither. | 75 
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© To.a Frieſt of the Oratory. __, 
"Of ber Evennies ſeeking to examine ber Books. 
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Reverend Father, 


To 1 very defiro 


efirous to know if you have received an 
Anſwer from our Friends in Brabant about my A 

fairs, of Noordſtrand. Pray ler me know by the firft. 1 

hear there is a Commiſſion come from Rome ro examine 

my Books, and that this is to be done in Noordſtrand, 

4 by a French Prieſt, one of rhe Province of Brabant, and a 

Jeſui Paſtor of Fredrickſtadt, who are all my Enemies. 

*wiſh therefore you may requeſt them from me to act 

diſcreetly in thar Matter, if they would preſerve the 

Honour of the Roman Church: For if they act in Paſ- 

ſion, or accuſe. me of any Faults. without Ground, I 

Truck. be ſilent when I am concern d to defend the 

2. If they are wiſe then, they will not accuſe me 

wrongfully, left I be obliged to ſpeak. againſt the Errours 

ey defire not to 


of our Religion, that which perhaps 
tear. . . I continue, 1 


Reverend Father, 
Ofob. 13. „ fu 
4673. Your meft humble Servant 
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E Divine Knowledge, than what the Apoſtles received; 


8 
tho! they themſelves declare openly, (e) Vs know in part, 


& and we propheſie in part; but when the Fulne)s of Time 
he ſhall come, then ſhall we know and propheſie in full Perfection. 
1 By which the Apoſtles give to underſtand, chat the Light 
A. ef the Holy Spirit ſhall in the laſt Times be imparted to 


files in the Time of Feſus Chr:/?. > 

You do well, Reverend Father, to preach that we 
muſt hold by the Goſpel z for if you could bring your 
Hearers ro obſerve it, there would be no need of my vri- 
ting any thing for em; ſince all my Writings, my Life 
and Doctrine, aim at nothing, but to ler Chriſtians ſee how 
far they are now eſtranged from a Goſpel- Life, and to 
— — — — — cas — — — — 
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pure Souls in more abundance than it was imparred ro 
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14 The Confuſſon of the | 
reach them the Means by which rhey may return to the 
Practice of it. R 
3. But it ſeems you have forgot this, and let your ſelf 
be poſſeſs d with falſe Perſwaſions: For you ſpeak to me 
as if I had changed my Religion, as if I deſpiſed Baptiſm, 
and as if there were Contradictions, in my Writings, 1 
cannot be perſwaded that ſuch Sentiments proceed from 
the Bottom of your Soul; but that you have been 
drawn into them by my open Enemies; and that you 
are not artful enough your ſelf to diſcover the Ma. 
lice of thoſe who ſpeak to you, and tell you Lies for Truth; 
to whom you eaſily acquieſce, becauſe you do not know 
me, and never ſaw me, nor converſed with me. You 
have indeed known my Writings in part; but when 
ſome Enemies raiſe Objections againſt them, you en- 
cline to their Side, and flight the Truth of God, that 
you may liſten to the Diſcourſes. of Men, and receive 
bad Impreſſions by their Lies; as I ſee you have done 


in all that concerns me. © © 


4. For you are perſwaded, as Lperceive by yours, that ] | 


contradict the chief Points of the Chriſtian Religion; and 
chat I ſay both by Word. and Writing, That Baptiſm is 
not neceſſary, and that I am cunning, and a Diſſembler, 
like the Anabaptiſts; and that accordingly I counſell'd 
M--- the Barber to deceive you, and make you believe 
that his little Daughter was baptiz d. All which things 
are Falſhoods and Lies, and not one of them true. For 
J neither feign nor diſſemble, and am far from adviſing 
any Perſon to feign or deceive by Word or Deed; far 
lefs would 1 deceive any in the Matter of Religion. 
And I am ſv ingenuous and fincere; that if 1 had 
changed my Religion, or if I were to change it, I 
would declare it publickly to all the World, and tell the 
Reaſons that moved me to this Change. But on the 
eontrary, I write and declare publickly, that I am born 
in the Roman Church, and that I will live and die in it] 
as you your ſelf cite in your's many Paſſages out of my 
Writings, in which T make this Profeſſion. 
J. Bur, among other things, you come to relate, that I 
ſay, One muſt not be wedded obſtinately to the Heads and 
Members of any outward Church; and from hence you 
would fix ſome Contradiction on my Writings, where 
there is none, though there ſeem to be ſome in r. 

. 3 aces 


e 
tg, = << 
„Nr . „ 


Lett. V. 175 
places of che Holy iptares. 7 lor on the one l 
God commands y To DE abs, and Mother ;-and on' 
the other, Feſus Chriſt teaches Tb hate and 4 forſaks them: (x), 
in order co become his Bifciples: And in many Places 
Jeſus Chrift fays, (b) Peace I give unto you, my Peace I 
= with” you © and elſewhere'" 2 (i) F am not come 
A es —— oe 4 14 277 ——— be. 
Fat N en IA a 8, 0 ; 
— * who pore his Fleſh" and ori s his 11 fb Thall hevs 9 
eternal Life and thereafter he fa (!) vo his Fleſh 
efiteth Lale that it it the Sirit that | quickeneth. 
ea id, Ker 5 the Holy Scriptures: You will te. 
a greãt man ſeeming Contradictions,” + 
— Spirit Would cordemn, and ſeek to carch- he 
Holy Spirit in his Words, as the Phariſzes did'Feſus Chriſt, 
who knew welt enough the Truth of his Works: But 
they endeavour d to ſarpri e him in bis ma as they 
ſeek alſo to ſurprize me. 
6. For I have ſpoke the Truth, and writ the Things 
which 1 learnd '6f God, and not of Men; and yet 
would condemn me of Herefies, as you alſo con- 
demn what I have ſaid in the Third Part of The Grave 
of Falſe Thelogy,' 'Lert:1 1. That I'ſee no Salvation For thoſe 
who are obſtinately alllicted to the Heads and Members of 
the viſible Church; though this is a Truth of God, that 
al thoſe Heads and Members are disjoinred, diflo- 
cated or rotten, and chat Chriſtendom, which is God's 
Spouſe, is ſo disfigured, that ſhe cannot be known 
any longer. For Chriſtendom is the true viſible 
Church, as the Fews were in former Times. I am far 
therefore from deſpiſing or rejecting the Subſtance of 
Chriſtianity, as you inſinuate in your 's; fince I ſtilt hold 
it for the true Spouſe of the infallible God, which, as to 
the Eſſentials of ir, ſhall never periſh : Bur yer-I do 
not believe that choſe who call themſelves the Heads 
and Members of the Chriftian Church are infallible ; 
fince in effect we have often ſeen the principal Heads 
and Members of it fall into great Errours in Matters of 
Faith and Religion; and it is yet freſh in our ur Memory, 
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Holy arc in its Subſtance, as you write to 
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of God z hut I reze&Q me Frauds and Erroyrs which are If and th 

pr into this Ns f urch and I greatly blame the I that if 
wh, Fea and lines Which A Souls gommit If tize th 
againſt their Jawiyl wh hand, who is Feſus; Chnaft, It is would 
againſt this chat I path ſpeaks, and 'would'gladly If fad, 1 
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— — has brought farch as many Childeen as there 
dawn from her with Honour; as all che Refonm d have, 
with thoſe who fallow them. For they have ſeduced rhe 
* by letting them ſee the Errours and Corruptions 
of che Rman Church, and under this Pretext they ſer 


ip to reſbem ſome Brrours, and by this their Neformati- 


on they eſtaliliſ d greater Errouri than thoſe from which 
they pretended to reform. So that I am very, far from 
the Opinion of / thoſe Reformers, though you tell me, 
that Lur ber and Calvin did nat deſpiſe the chief Funda- 
mental Points of Religion as E do and you found your 
Aſertion upon 
prize and -publiſh, that Baptiſm is not neceſſary; which 
Wala Ja, and I wiſh you would . me che 
Place where I have written any ſuch thing. nr $53 
10. Bur if Marci only rold you, that I had declared 
this by Word of Mouth, you have reaſon to ſuſpect him 
of a Lie, for he has told many a one of me, and par- 
ucularly when he ſaid to you, That all he had done 
was by my Advice; for he would not follow it in any 
thing, Fa he did all things contrary ro what I adviſed 
him, both for his tempoxal and ſpiritual Good. So that I 
ſeeing this, was obliged ro ler him follow his own Will, 
and nor to give him any more Advice: And when his 


11 if be ſhonld baptize them or not? Upon 
which I order'd to tell him, that I had no Advice 


0 give him, ſince he would not follow my Counſel ; 


and that he might do what feem'd good ro him; bur 
that if ir were my Caſe, I would call a Prieſt and bap- 
tize them forthwith. Upon this he requeſted that I 
would be God- mother; wherein I excuſed my ſelf, and 
ſaid, that I would not do it for my own Brother; that 
in this I had but too weighty Grounds of Scruple, and 
thar he might find others, who would do it willingiy, 
if ſo be he reſolved to make them good Chriſtians. He 


ſent me word, that if I would not be God-mother he 


would not baptize them. He went notwithſtanding next 
Day to ask for your Reverence, that he might have 
them baptiged, and ſent to ask me once more after 


* 


17 
igion in Chriſtendum e Fur had 


Falſhoods ; for you ſay in your's, That 


Wife was deliver d of Two Children, he ſent ro ask 


jour Arrival as Huſum ; This troubled me, f had 


———— —— 


The Confuften of ile let 
made one tell him peremptorily the Day before; tha dare 
I would notdo it upon any Account, ani chat be mige bas 
have many others. II thin he did all this to affront WM has 
us, and w take Occaſon from à Spirit of Revenge to hard 
traduce te aſter that 1 Had. done for him all that a Mo: MM the 1 
ther rund do for her: GO He repays me with Ingra- the ! 
titude and Contempt, aud ſays now, 'thav he is Mennoni of w 
Lor Auabaffeiſt 3] but? if heshad told me this before, x MI Perſc 
would newer have kept him with me: For 1 love Chri- whil: 
ſtians only, and not bthers. I adviſed him when he went and 
to Moraſtrandt to obſerve the Lord's Days and the Fe. Tru 
ſtivals, chat he might not give Offence to any; and ſo tue; 
much the rarher, that he was enclined to this and other F yo 
Devations ; but I never bid him deceive you, or make Ml teach 
you believe that his little Daughter was bapriz'd ; for 1 2. 
exprefly adviſed. him / to baptize her when the Child was 
ſick in Noordſtrand, that ſhe might not die without Bap- 
tiſm. All this that I tell: you is moſt true, believe me 
rern bee 
a | 
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So To Dr Swammerdam; | 
Whom & Friend of his, 4 new, Roman Proſelyre and 

Prieft, awas deſcrous ( after the Manner of the 

Builders of Babel) to draw over to his Party; as 

J Falineſs and Salvation were confined to it. If 

one ought to go over to the Roman Church? Of 

e 

E eee eien 11 tow” 
4 My Chila, : r 0 7 N 1 778 5 E- 811131 
1 1 by youre, that God by his Divine Light 
I makes you ſee” that of Neceſſity you muſt forlake 
the World to become the Diſciple of Chriſt. This you 
ought carefully to obſerve; ſince without it you cannot 
hope for Salvation; becauſe of the Danger and Peri's 
there are in converſing with rhe World, and theſe ſo ex- 
ceeding great, tkat they ate inevitable. For my part, 4 
N Tos = : Gary 
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dare no longer converſe. withythe World, even tho* God 
has * me his Spirit of Fortitude; becauſe the Devil 
has ſo many Wiles and ſubtle Inventions, that chey can 


hardly be diſcover'd ; and he makes uſe ſometimes of 


the moſt pious Men to make a; Breach in the Heart of 


the Beſt- meaning: As he has made uſe of your Friend, 


of whom you write, that you know him to be a virtuous 
Perſon, and given to all fort of Piety and Devotion, 
while in the mean time he endeavours ro ſeduce yon, 
and others of our Friends, ro embrace Falſhood for 
Truth, and Idea's, or vain. Imaginations, for true Vir- 
tue; which you ſay, Would have prevailed with you, 


F you bad not known before-hand the Truth that God 


2. In which you may obſerve the Danger there is now 
in converſing with Men, even ſuch as ſeem to be the beſt. 
And you ought to bleſs God that he has deliverd you 
out of thoſe Dangers : For this was a Trap the Devil 
had laid whereby to catch your Souls, thinking thereby 
to withdraw you from the Truth, and make you follow 
Lies. And though your Friend had a good Inten- 
tion, he was nevertheleſs in this the Devil's Inſtru- 
ment. | | | 
23. For if he had acted only according to natural Rea- 
ſon, he would -not have labour'd to perſwade you to 
enter into the Roman Church; and he himſelf would have 
enquired into the Truth of my Writings, as he would 
have you to enquire into the Truth of the Roman Church; 
and there he would have found more Chriſtian Truth and 
ſolid Virtue, than you will find in all that he advanceth 
about the Roman Church: Since he ſays nothing of her 
thar's of any Weighr, and advances ſuch weak Reaſons, 
that he ſeems nor ro be a Philoſopher, as you rake 
him to be; bur a ſimple Man, that wants natural 
Reaſon, i : | | 
4. For he would prove, that this Church is holy, be- 
cauſe there have been Saints in her in all Ages: Though 
this gives no Sanctity unto the Church; for there may 
be holy Perſons in an erroneous Church, ſeeing the 
Perfection of a particular Perſon cannot ſanctifie a whole 
Community; yea, Chriſt himſelf did not ſanctifie the 
Jewiſh Church, under which he was, and of which he 
made a Member; while yer it remain -d * 55 
God, 
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by any other Name; 3 ſeking ir is the Mothet that mu 
g lend Children, and not Children rhe Me 
This would be againſt Nature, and a Thing alrogether 
impoſſible. Juſt fo if is 'impoffible that a particular per. 
ſon ſhould give the Holy t to his Church, even 
though his Soul in particular were d it: But 
if this Mother- Church were govern'd by the Holy 81 i, 
ſhe would certainly bring forth Children a Uke 
ture ; and then it wouls be deſirable to b _ fach 
A 3 that by her one might receive tlie g Holy 

6. l. Ber alas! it mluſt Be abkriowl6aged with Regret, 

5 that this Mother has brought forth ſo many wandring 
| Children for 150 Years paſt, as your Friend owns, 
that Chriftendom is now in the Con of the Tower 
of Babel, where the Builders do not underſtand one ano 
ther, and each ſpeaks a different Language; and all 
thoſe Diviſtons and Confufions have ariſen from the Cor: 
ruption and Degeneracy of the Reman Church, which 
your Friend would now ſanctifie by the Uſe of 
the Sacraments, chiefly by Confeſſion: Though elſe- 
Where he boaſts, that ſhe has had ſo man) poly Her- 
mits, of whom neverthelefs many never uſed the Sacra. 
ments, as yon may read in the Lives of rhofe ancient 
Fathers. Now if one could not be holy wirhour this 
Confeſſion, the Roman Church ought not to reckon Paul, 
Anthony, Hilarion, and fo many others, to have been holy, 
who lived and died in the Deſarts, without the Uſe of 
the Sacraments. 

7. Bur your Friend is poſſeſt with a blind Zeal of en- 
creafing his Church, before he has rhron ughly p penerrared 
into its State; and he is preoccupied with all rhe Argu- 
ments which they uſed ro bring him over ro the Com- 
munion of that Church; and he would fain convert o- 

_ thers to it by the ſame Means. Bur I do nor adviſe you 
to hearken to him, nor yer to go with him into Tay; 


for rhere is no Neceſſity of going ro Rome to IE 
| ol 0 
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joly; 'Holifieſs may be obraitid in any Place; if we 
will fincerely embrace rhe Means to attain ir. 
"'$, 1 have written in Partienlar how we muſt paſs 
Three Bridges to come to the Heavenly Feruſalem ; and 
that Voyage will be more uſefal and profitable for your 
Glvation than to travel into Italy ; where you will ſee 
Gin and Wickedneſs prevail as much as elſewhere, yea, 
in ſome manner to a greater Height. For as the Proverb 
is, The nearer ro Rome, the leſs Chriſtian, I adviſe you 
ther to travel towards Erernity, E have found 
z Pilgrim that knows the Way to ir. Follow her, and 
u will come to a good Harbour. Do not amuſe your 
Le wich every thing rhar you meet in the Way; for 
Mens Diſcourſes cannot ſave You, and are nothing 
bur Atnuſements, thar would binder you in your 
1 LY „ 
9. Bid Adieu to this Friend, as you have done to 
other Things in your Verſes 5 for his Friendſhip is dan- 
us ſo long as he is thus partial, and does not know 
that the Holy Spirit dwells in particular Souls. This is 
a Sign that he lives yer in corrupt Nature; for the Scrip- 
tute ſays, that (2) The carnal Man underſtandeth not the 
Things of the Spirit of God. And St. Paul tells Men, that 
0 Be Bodies are the Teniples of the Holy Ghoſt. Yer 
dur Friend will not ackriowledge any other Holy Spirit, 
1s that which they make him believe ro be in bis 
Church; and indeed it were to be wiſhed that the Holy 
Spirir did govern it: In which caſe I would counfel yon, 
as your Friend does, to ſubmit unto ir. But long Expe- 
tience has made me ſee clearly, that one does nct receive 
the Holy Spirit for his entring into the Roman Church: 
And that few of her Children are endued with the Holy 
_ For I convers'd heretofore with thoſe whom your 
Friend calls Saints, and I found them nor ſuch before 
God; and even thoſe very Perſons did hate and perſecute 
me, becauſe I fpoke the Truth, and diſcover'd their Cor- 
ions. So that inftead of efteeming and encouraging 
thoſe who have received the Holy Spirit, choſe Religious 
do reproach and defame them as much as they can, as 
your Friend hkewiſe doth, when he blames you for 
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eſtceming my Writings and Perſon, And to make 'yo ll cur an 
charige your 3 . lays, That Mrs. Yi pot you thoſe- 2 
ſay the ſane ce 4 of Labadie eher you [uy of me; and Coſpe 
that the Reformed will likewiſe fa the ſame. of their Res is i 
Formers: Which is weak Reaſoni ng. 
11. For though they ſhould ſay of the moſt Wicked; 
ea, of the Devil himſelf, all the good things chat they 
ay of me, this cannot deprive me of the Graces that God 
has | he me. And Chrift himſelf was no leſs perfect, be-. —— 


cauſe they ſaid, that (p) He did his Forks by the Power of the 
il; and that he was a Seducer 2 the People. Even ſo 
I ſhall hot be leſs perfect for the Contempt that he has 
of me: On the contrary, it is an Honour ro: me chat 
ſuch blinded ones ſpeak evil of me. They would com- 
mend and praiſe me if I were as blind as chem- 
* e eee 
12. I am not to learn from him what Confeſſion is; for I 
have frequented it more than, perhaps he will do through 
all his Life. And ir were a great Pity if Contrition were 
ried to Confeſſion; ſince one muſt be contrite for his Sins 
as oft as he remembers them, and ar leaſt once eve 
Day, when he examines his Conſcience 5 and yer thele | 
things do not oblige him to confeſs, unleſs he find him- I. A? 
ſelf burthen'd with ſome Sin which he ought ro declare 1 
for his Confuſion, and to have Counſel or Strength to 
amend it; for the Scriprure ſays, (4) Confeſs your Faults 
one to another, But I do no ways approve the repeating | 
of Sins which are once confeſs'd, after having Contrition WI! taug| 
for them, and amending them; ſeeing God lays, (q) I MWgood F 
deal with the penitent Sinner as if be bad never offended FW out of i 
me. And I have known ſome ſo frail as to the Sins of ¶ har ch 
the Fleſh, that they would relapſe as often as they remeim- WW vere ne 
bred their paſt Sins, they raking Pleaſure in the Remeni- I ters of 
brance of them. . „ ſons ſa 
13. And that it way appear, if what your Friend ſays {Wour ans 
is true, that frequent repeated Confeſſions give new 
Grace; we need only remark the Lives of thoſe who 
practiſe frequent Confeſſions, and you will certainly 
find, that they become daily worſe, contenting them- 
| ſelves with confeſſing their venial or mortal Sins, with- 


vom —— ene eas, — — —— 


—— —ä — 
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out ompadiog them. Wherefore you muſt not liſten to 
thoſe- affected Diſcourſes, but follow the Counſel of the 


Wl Goſpel 3- and in doing this you cannot be deceived: 


This is certified unto you by 


gy Fx, *_ of. "YN 
| Nivemb. py k - | - Y 
16 74. 9 . * , Antonia Bourignon. | 
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The Builders of Babel, Enemies of Truth and Virtue, 
de each of them found the Building of their Seti 
upon Errours, which hinder Salvation. This was 
written upon Occaſion of the calumnious and infa- 

mous Writings of Burchardus, à Lutheran Prieft 
at Sleſwick. REP eh 

Dorn | 


. =O * 2 1 4 


. AY Jaſti fend you the Book againſt Nurchardus, 

4 . winch deſerves ro be well conſfider'd : For it con- 
ins Chriſtian Truths and convincing Reaſons, which 
lerye to deliver many from their Errours. And there- 
ore I judge it as uſeful for the Salvation of Souls, as what 
taught concerning Solid Virrue, which cannot have a 
zood Foundation in a Soul before all Errours be pluck d 
our of it: For Exrours in Belief are like noxious Weeds, 
tar choak the good Grain of true Virtue. And if it 
c Ws Reaſon, I would never write of Mat- 


were not for t 
ters of Controverſie, and would let thoſe ignorant Per- 
ſons 2 all they pleaſed of me, and of my Writings, with- 
our anſwering em; ſince thoſe Writings do ſufficiently 
anſwer for rhemſelyes. | | | 
2. But when I obſerve that ſo many periſh through 
Ignorance, becauſe the Learned and the Preachers imprint 


Ecrours in them, inſtead of the Truth; I find my ſelf 
obliged ro withdraw them from thoſe Errours, when Oc- 
alion offers, and when thoſe Preachers attack me, and 
When Ihave diſcaver'd their Errours, as God makes me 
ke them amongſt the divers Seoul Religion 


3. For 
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3. For found in the Church of Rome, that the Errouf 
by which the People are moſt deceived, is, chat they 
build their Salvation upon the Sacraments: And there 
is there ſuch an Abuſe in the uſe of them, that Men live 
and die in their Sins in Peace, hoping to be ſaved be. 
cauſe they frequently Confeſs and Communicate, and 
receive the Sacraments ał their Death. And they lay of 
one who has received the Sacraments at Death, that he 
is certainly Saved, and chat having theſe carefully Admi- 
niſtred unto him, he is gone to reſt in the Lord. 
4. This is a great Cheat, which has carried many to 
Hell: For tho rhe Sacraments are good, yet they can 
fave none who die not in the Love of God, and art not 
in that Charity, which St. Paul deſcribes: Adding, 
(5) that tho' be had the Gift of Prophefies, and Faith to re- 
move Mountains, and tho hs beftow'd all his Goods to feed 
che Poor, yea, and gave his Body to he burned; all this would 
avail nothing without Charity. How chen can one ob- 
tainSalvation, only for having received the Sacraments,ſce- 
ing he cannot obtain it tho ke give all his Goods to the Poor, 
and his Body to be burned, and tho he do Miracles and 
have the Gift of Prophecy? Is it not juſt to ſay that 
thoſe who believe they ſhall. be Saved; meegly becauſe 
they receive the Sacraments, ſhall not be Sai ſeeing WM of Mz 
Beafts, yea Devils, may receive the Sacraments? accort 
5. By which ir appears evidently, chat the Guides in his 
now are Seducers, as God declares by his Prophets, MW Dot: 
faying, (e) your Guides are Deceivers. And elſewhere, WM For a 
ſpeakingef the Eaft Times, Clifift ſays, (u) Ihen hu to NM 
ſhall fee the Abominatson'#f-.Defolation-mm the Sanctuam; ¶ who c 
flee out of Judea, for its Deſtruction is tar. And what can be 
more fure mark ean we have that this i now-complearly W this C/ 
fulfilled > Since we fee that rhe Prieſts in all the Parties fall b 
of Religion ſeduce the People, and make em conceive -8. |] 
Faiſhood for Truth; Raining rhe Soul with Errors in- ¶ crame 
ſtead of true Faith, and Things that flatter corrupt Na. Fredi 
ture, ipſtead of Penitence, withour which Chriſt ſays, (r) wirhot 
we ſhall: all Periſh. And yet we bear no mention of this yet we 
Penitence in any Party, as of a thing neceſſary to Salva. 
tion. . . 
) 1 Cor. 13. 2, Sc. (t) J. 9. 16. (u) Matt. 24. 
15, 16. (x) Luk. 13. 3, 5. 3 
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6. For every one rejects it, and in place thereof eſpou- 
ſes ſome Sentiments which rhe Prieſts perſuade them to 


believe, for their own Glory and Intereſt, and nor for 
the Salvation of Souls. And this is the State of all Churches 


now in general, where every one ſtrives to draw to them- 
ſelves, inftead of leading ro Chriſt : Which may yell be 
called an Abomination, that will render deſolate all choſe 
who - ſhall have followed it. For where ſhall his Soul 
turn ar Death, who has placed his Hope upon deceirful 
Things, when ir ſhall perceive too late irs Deluſion, 
and can have nothing then but a deſperate Penirence 2 
Which will make it utterly deſolate, fo as to curſe the 
Hour in which ir heard and followed thoſe Seducing 
prieſts, who deceive many, according to the Prediction of 
Chriſt 5 of which he gave Warning to all Chriftians, 
when he ſaid, ſpeaking of che Laſt Times, O0) Beware of 
22 Prophets, which fhall come in my Name, and ſhall 
work Sign, by which they ſhall deceive many. | 

7. And People do not conſider that tis of their Guides, 
that he ſpeaks under the Name of falſe Prophets and De- 
ceivers : Becauſe they think theſe are in God's Place, and, 
are ſent by Him ro rule and govern them; which cannot 
be true q For ſo long as they do not teach the Doctrine 
of Maſe ey ſie not in Moſes Chair, and direct not Men 
according to God's Law: And therefore they cannot be 
in his Place ; nor can they be ſent by Him, when the 
Doctrine tuey teach is contrary to that of Feſus Chriſt. 
For all who ate ſent 4 God bring che ſame Meſſage 
o Men which CM and his "Apoſtles ay brought, 
who do peremptorily affiraifithar without Charity none 
can be ſavecl: And yer we ſce all Men now void of 
this Charity, th& they make one another believe that they 
ſhall be Saved withour rhe ſame. ; 


-8. For the Catbolicks ſay, they ſhall be ſaved by the Sa: 


craments, and the Calviniſts ſay, they ſhall be ſaved by 
Predeſt;nation'; and upon it, rheſe found their Salvation, 
without doing any ching to obtain the ſame : Which is 
yet worſe than the Catholicks; for they do ſome good 


Works, and frequent the Sacraments rhat they may ob- 
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rain Salvation, But thoſe Reformed do no more than 
the Beaſts to be ſaved; for believing they are predeſti- 
nated to Salvation, and that it cannot fail them, do whar 
they pleaſe, they do nothing in order to atrain.it ; 


Which is a great Error, and yer is, embraced by a great 


number of Perſons ; becauſe ſo many Learned Men 
maintain this Opinion, and Preach it to the People; 
and they Embracing this Error for Truth, continue in 
the broad Way, of which Chriſt ſays, that it leads to 
. 5 

9. How can 1 forbelk then to declare thoſe Truths 
which God makes known to me concerning the Er- 
rors of my Chriſtian Brethren, when I.know that ma- 
ny embrace them out of Ignorance, and thinking they 
do well in it; eſpecially when their Preachers attack 
me, and give me occaſion to refute them; as I have done 
the Catholicks, by the Light of the World; the Calvimiſts, 


by rhe Teſtimony of Truth; and the Lutherans, by this 


Touch. ſtone, which diſcovers evidently, that that Party 
errs in this Point of their Belief, that they think to be 
ſaved by che alone Merits of Chriſt, do what they will? 
Which is almoſt the ſame with the Belief of Predeſtination; 
for if hriſt has ſatisfied all for them, theymay live then ac- 
cording to the Motions of their corrupt Natute, and 
Took for Salvation by his Merits. And thus all the 
three Parties of Religion go on in the broad Way, 
thinking by it to come to 
that (z) Strait is the Way that leads unto it; adding, that 
few there be who walk in it.  —_— | 

10. This may give greatyground of Fear to all thoſe 
who go on in the broad Way, becauſe che Prieſts tell 
them that they ſhall be ſaved, the one by the Sacraments, 
rhe other by Predeſtination, and the third by the Merits 
of Chriſt, without reſolving to imitate and follow him. 


So that J could not forbear to diſcover theſe Errours to 


thoſe who are deſirous to amend; that they miay not periſh 
rhro' Tgnorarce. Wherefore I have compoſed this 
Touch. ſtone, that every one may try whether the Doctrine 
of theſe Prieſts be of a good or falſe Alloy; and that well- 
meaning Perſons may go on ſteddily in their Belief, and 
— eb — — — — — —ꝛ 


(2) Matt. 2 14 


may 


ife; tho Chriſt has ſaid, 
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may not ſuffer thẽmſelves any longer to be ſeduced thro*. 
Ignorance. — . 
11. I did not hear read unto me the Book which Bur- 
chardus has written againſt me, and is entituled, Chriſti- 
an_Remarks y the Errours of Antonia Bourignon, or ſome, 
ſuch rhing ; becauſe I have none with me who can read 
High Dutch, and I have oniy underſtood that the Book 
is full of Lies and Calumnies, aiming to have me deſtroy- 
ed. But, I hope, God will not permit my Enemies to 
triumph over my Innocence. And becauſe it is-nor my, 
way to anſwer in order, to all the Points of my Accuſers, 
and that my Brethren have told me that Buchardus cites 
divers Paſſages of Scripture in a contrary Senſe, or thar 
they ſerve not to prove what he would aſſert; I deſired 
them ro make a ſmall Collection ofthe Faults and Falſ- 
oods he has committed in citing the Holy Scriptures ; 

and“ has begun to do it, but has nor finiſhed it. This 
you may purſue, that it may be Printed in few words 
in the End of my Treatiſe : .. ,. | . | 


L Fane2}3. 


del ; * . LETTIR VIII. 


4 Short Advertiſement to Men of Quality and 
Learning, with reſpe to the Touch-ſtone in 
sto . High- Dutch; which is an Apologetical Book op- 
i poſed io a Calumnious Libel of a Builder of Babel, 
8 againſt the Divine Truth. 


\ ; / IS 
1 N may wonder, Gentlemen, that contrary to 
1 te common uſe of Writers, I have delayed for 
almoſt Two Years and a Half, ro anſwer the Book 
which M. Burchardus wrote againſt me. But know that 
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I loſt no time, and that I anſwered him as ſoon as his 
Book was given me. And having Advice that his moſt 
Serene Highneſs the Duke of Holſtein deſired not that! 
ſhould have any publick Diſpute with his Preachers, I 
deferr'd ro Fegg my Anſwer, until the ſaid moſt 

Serene Highneſs ſhould permit me to do it, or that I 
had left his Dominion s to refide elſewhere, 

2. And the Clergy of Holſtein hindred me from doing 
both the one and the other; for having humbly, and by 
a Petition asked this permiſſion at the Court of Goetory, 
I could not obtain any Anſwer ; and fo was oblig' d to 
deſet my anſwering B. till I had an expreſs Sentence 
as to the difficulty mov'd by thoſe Clergy-men, con- 
cerning my Doctrine, which Sentence I have not yer ob- 
tain d; hut I have a verbal permiſſion of his moſt Se- 
rene Highneſs to anſwer the ſaid Burchardus in Writing. 
Since Madam, the Dutcheſs Dowager, the Preſident 
Kielman, and other Lords and Ladies, did maintain that 
the Accuſations which Burchardus had brought againſt 

me in his Book, were ſuppoſed to be true, fince I had 
not proved the contrary ; his moſt Serene Highneſs found 
himſelf obliged ro declare poſitively, that J ought to an- 


ſwer him thar the Truth might appear. 3 
| 3. And as ſoon as I was informed by the Deceagd Pre- 
ſident Mr. Kielman, of the Prince's Will in chis, I put 
my Manuſcripts into the Hands of the faid Preſident; 
who ſaid that it was a Loſs that they were not Printed; 
and that I ought to cauſe it to be done quickly; as I have 
- endeavoured. | ut Eos. 
. Bur whereas they ſtill detain from me my Printing 
Preſs in the Caſtle of Gottorp, I could no Print it my 
Self, and Iwas fain to ſubmit to the veniency of 
ſome Friends in Holland, who have not finiſhech it till 
now; tho the Book was ready for Printing in April, 
167 . | ; os 8 33 
. ay I do not require much time ro Write my Books; 
fince in order ro make them, I read no Author, nor e- 
yen the Text of the Holy Scriptures; becauſe all that 1 
ought to write is poured into the Underſtanding, and 
- flows from my Pen, as a Fountain flows from the Spring. 
And ſo without any Study, Icould have anſwered Bur- 
charduss Book in Jeſs than fix Weeks, as I anſwered the 
Bock which the Qu rs writ againſt me; which Anſwer 
| By ; Was 
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as Wtitten, Printed, and Publiſhed, in leſs than Three 


Months. This Book deſerves to be read by the Learn 


ed, who by it may ſee that I do not take my Writings 
our of Authors, as they do, ſince Burchardus boaſts of 
having: read ſo many Hiftories and Authors that he might 


compoſe his Treatiſe againſt me: Which cannot be im. 


puted to him as true Learning; for if they would ſtrip 


him of all the Fearffers he has taken from thoſe other 


Birds, it is like he would be found wholly naked in the 
midſt of the Field, as having neither Learning nor Vir- 
tue of his on to cover him, ſince he muſt borrow all 

6. For my patt, I follow not that Meaſure; and 1 fer 
down nothing in Writing, bur what I prove by my 
Works and Practice. And therefore Men of Parts ought 
oH be tumbled if they do not find all the Formalities 
. -Schools in my Writings, nor if I let a Year paſs 
before I anſwer thoſe Writers; ſince neither the Pro- 
phets nor the Apoſt les, who writ by the Wiſdom of the 
Holy Spirit, did obſerye thoſe Formaliries of rhe Schools, 
but followed the Spirit when he breathed on them. 

7. And becauſe I do the ſame, they would ſurprize 
me on every occaſion. And I hear the Clergy- men take 
Advantage of my Silence, as if I were confuted by Bur- 
chatdus; becauſe I have nor anſwered him within a Year 
afrer he wrote againſt me. This is nothing bur pure 
Malice; for they ſollicited the Government that I might 
not anſwer them ; elſe I had been permitted to do it 
ar the beginning. hope nevertheleſs that all Men of 
Senſe will ſee by this my Anſwer, that I come not ſhorr 
in refuting ſufficiently all rhe Aſſertions of Burchardus, 


and thar the Falſhood of all his Accuſations is made ap- 


pear by this Touch. ſtone. | 

8 Bur if any have ſtill ſome Doubrs remaining, as to 
what concerns my Perſon or Doctrine, I entreat they may 
read, more of my Writings, and they will find more Sa- 
risfaction in chele which are yet to be Printed; for there 
are yet. more of them in Manuſcript, than all thoſe 
that are already Printed. For I cannot be afraid of any 
thing as to my Doctrine, ſince it proceeds from the Wiſ- 
dom of the Holy Spirit, againſt which all other Sciences 


are daſn d in pieces as the Waves of rhe Sea are daſh d a- 
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gainſt a ſtrong Rock, 
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Man will undertake ro write againſt me, ifhe care for his 
Reputation; fince the Truth is Mong as Death, and is a- 
fraid of nothing, being founded in God. But ſome igno- 
rant Perſons Ae cn their Learning, are fool-hardy 


enough to undertake ſuch things, and they imagine chat a 


_ Gmple Maid without Learning, cannot reſiſt a whole Bo- 
dy of Divines, who have rather the Name than the Sub- 


ſtance of Learning; ſeeing true Learning conſiſts in ſolid 


Virrue, from which thoſe pretenders to Learning are ve. 
ry far eſtrang d; and they then efteem «themſelves wiſeſt 
when they commit the greateſt Follies, as our Burchartus 
has done, who is —_—_ up with the Courage of having 
writ againſt me, becauſe ſome ſhallow Heads like his 
. own, have commended this Work : tho they would 
have done beiter not to have applauded him in a thing 
ſo conte mptible as is his ſtanding up againſt the Truth of 
God, to maintain their partialxy to the prejudice of their 
Reputation, which it may be will be kept up among ſome 
ſily Women; who are ſeiz d with a falſe Perſuaſion that 
choſe Prieſts ſpeak Truth, when they 2 the People 
That they are God's Place. 9” 
10. Bur Men of Senſe may eaſily Judge by this pre- 
ſent Treatiſe that Burchardus would have done better to 
have held bis Peace; ſeeing oftemimes a Fool 
thought a Wiſe Man when he holds his peace. And 
Burchardus has likewiſe diſcovered how little Capacity, 
Prudence and Virtue he has, in writing a-Book ſo full of 
Lies, ſo partial and mean, made e orte 
which ſavour little of Chriſtianity, and are unworthy of 
a Divine, ſuch as he ſets up to be. For all his Hiſtories, 
may be exen literally falſe ſeeing many Hiſtorians are 
wanting in the Truth of what they relate, out of igno- 
rance, or becauſe they would favour the Procedure of 
ſome. So that no ſtreſs is to be laid upon Authors or 
Hiſtories; for if the firſt Writers err, their Succeſſors 


err likewiſe in following themes And after this manner 
e 


Men have become daily worſe, by eſpouſing the Errors 
of others for Truths; and then joining their own 
miſtakes with the preceeding, they muſt ſtill err the 
more, and the World grow worſe every Day. 
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9. Wherefore I cannot believe that any truly Wiſc- 
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Builders of Babel, 57 
x1, Bur Tentreat that thoſe of Quality and Learning 
may be pleaſed ro examine my Reaſoning, and that of 


Burchardus by this Touch. ſtone, without partiality, and with 
that Underſtanding that God has given them, and ſee 


which of em are moſt valuable; that they may paſs a juſt 
judgment without regarding the Barking of thoſe who 
know not true Virtue, nor the Truth of God: And this 
will oblige me to own my Self, 


* Seentlemen, 


A moſt humble Servant 
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Again 4 Clergy-man's wreſting the Words 
Chriſt, that = muſt. forſake all to be his 
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II. is lamentable to ſee Chriſtians now ſo blind, that 
chey diſcern not the Truth of things almoſt in a- 
ny matter, and that they take Good for Evil, and Evil 
for Good. That Preacher of whom you ſpeak in yours is 
very far from rhe Truth, when he Preaches, That Chri- 
ſtians now ought not to forſake all Things to be the Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt ; and that thoſe of the Primitive Church were 
forced to quit all things, becauſe Chriſt went from place to 
place, . bad no ſettled Refidence where they might abide 
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wth their Goods, Vives and Children, &C. if they defired 
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32 N The Confuſien of the 1 
to fallow bin to bear bis Ward's But that now Chriſtian 
ought nor to. leave all theſe 1 but to remain in the Poſe 
fſeſion of them ; finge mben they do this they have God's 
ird from the Preachers, without leaving their Employs, 
2. This is a Doctrine very well fitted for corrupt Na- 
ture, which deſires nothing but its Eaſe, its Conveniencies 
and Pleaſures, which one finds in his own Country, a- 
mong his Relations and Friends, where he is honoured 
and eſteemed, and enjoys his Profits, Eaſe and Pleaſures. 
And if a Man cou d with all theſe things come at laſt 
to have eternal Life, this would be agreeable to his 
ruption, which defires no other, Paradiſe bur the 
Goods and Pleaſures of this World. - Ang without doubt 


0 


this Preacher gave it ſatisfaction, by Preaching that a 
Chriſtian ought nor to do any other thing, or to leave 
Father, Mar her, Brot her, Siſter, Wife, Children, Lands, 
Riches, to be the Diſciple of Chriſt. „ 
3. But it is to be believed that this is xhe Voice of 
| falſe Prophets, who ſpeak Peace and Aſſurance when 
. Danger is near. For what greater Peril can 'there be 
than now, when we ſee Men living in a Forgetfulneſs of 
God, and ignorant of the Means how to return to him, 
every one framing co himſelf an Idol of his own Incli- 
nations, and placing his Affection therenpon, inſtead of 
placing them all upon God, as he has commagiged us, 
0%) To loge him with all nur Heat? Melee lope Et ther 
Lore upon their Wealth, others on their Pleaſures ; this 
Man upon his Wife, the other upon his Children, Fa- 
. + ther, Mother, Relations and Friends +; 2 his Houſe, 
his Cour ry, pleaſing Converſation, and fuck like. So 
that a Man's Heart is divided into as many kinds of things 
as there ate different Objects, and is therefore uncapable 
of loving God with all his Heart, and conſequently of at- 
raining to a Life of Eternal Blefſedneſs ; ſince none will 
be ſaved but they who die in the Loye of God, _ 
4. Wherefote Chriſt, when he was upon Barth, taught 
the Cbriſtian to leave Father and Mochet, Wife and 
Children, and all Things, to be his Diſciple; becauſe 
he knew that they could not love God above all things 
Without leaving firſt the natural Love which they bear Y,, 8 
e nd that t 
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o all other Things befides God. Therefore he fays ex. | 


Chrift and his Diſciples, than Chriſtians have now, who 
employ all their Wealth in Sin. And if this Goſpel- 
Counſel of leaving all things to be the Diſciple of Chriſt, 
was given to Chriſtians, for this End only, that they 
night be free to follow Chriſt from one Place to another; 
t had been in vain for the Apoſtles and Succeſſors of Je- 
ſus Chriſt co make their Diſciples allo, after the Death of 
Chrift, go leave all, or thoſe who abode in their Houſes, 
and did bor perſonally follow the Apoſtles ; and yet we 
ke in the Scripture how Ananias and Sapphira were pu- 
nnd for having only conceal'd from Sr. Peter part of 
the Money which was the Price of their Land. For 
both rheſe were ſtruck with ſudden Death, and fell down 
dead arthe Apoſtles Feer for this Concealmenr, in thar 
they would not fairhfully abandon all ro be the Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, which was abſolutely neceſſary for the 
becoming Chriſtians, | 

6. For otherwiſe every one might have kept what he 
had, as St. Peter reproach'd thoſe Two Perſons, asking 
them, Ny they had lied unto the Holy Spirit? ſeeing 
they were free to keep it all, without laying a Part of it 
at the Apoſtles Feet, provided they had nor ſaid that they 
would be Chriftians. Which is a certain Evidence, that 
w be a Chriſtian, one was obliged then ro abandon all, 
and that to be a true Chriſtian now a-days, one muſt do 


— _ 1 — — — — — 
(b) Luke 14. 26, 
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what was to be done in the Primitive Church; ſeeins 
God is ro Day and Yeſterday the ſame, and the Goſpel 
will never be changed. The Counſels which Chriſt gave 
unto his Diſciples, he gives, and ftill will give, to all 


Chriſtians, even to the End of the World; ſeeing the 
Scripture continues ſtill to ſpeak. © © | 

7. But thoſe new Divines interpreting the Scriptures 
for their Advantage, wreſt them according to the Looſe. 
neſs. of their Manners ;z and becauſe they themſelves 
are wedded fo their Conveniencies, their Pleaſures and 
Profits, they cannot preach otherwiſe (without contradict. 
ing their own Actions) chan that a Chriſtian may continue 
in the Poſſeſſion of all that he has, without being obliged to 
leave any thing: And though this be an Antichriſtian 
Doctrine, contrary ro that of Chriſt and his Goſpel, 
which ſpeaks of nothing but Poverty of Spirit, and for- 
Gakivg all Things to be the Diſciple of Chrift, Jea, of de- 
a ſelf, and of hating his own Soul, ſaying, (c) 
He that ſaves bis Life ſhall Joſe it; and he that 22 his 
Life for my Love, the ſame. ſhall find it: Let this Preacher 
gives his Hearers ro- underſtand, that they muſt nor 
85 17 leaſt of their Goods to be the Diſciples of 

7 f . ==" 3 F AC | 
8. Ir is of him, and ſuch as he is, that rhe'Scripture 
aks to the People, Dur Guides are Seducers ; Alf 


8 


it is 
of thoſe. that the Prophet ſays, (d) That they ſow Pillows 
to all. Arm- holes, to make them reſt ſoftly in their Sins. And 
if God of his great Mercy has diſcover' d unto you his 
Light of Truth, do not hearken unto ſuch Preachers, 
who ſeek more their own Glory and Advantage, than 
the Salvation of your Soul. Reſt upon the Goſfel- 
Counſels, if you would become a true Chriſtian, and 
have no Regard to the Gloſſes made by Men, each 
after his own Way, though without the Knowledge of 
rhe Truth, which is Gd. — 

9. As to your Opinion concerning taking up the Croſs 
and following Chriſt, and what you ſay of the Afﬀiitions 
that happen to you by the Loſs of your Relations, by Sickneſs, 
and other Tribulations that befal you; your Sentiment is 
not founded upon Truth, ſeeing to take up tbe Croſs, 
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Lett. Xx. Builders ef Babel. 35 
and to Follow him, is quite another thing: For Men 
themſelves do not zake up theſe Tribulations and Croſſes, 
bur both the Good and the Wicked are obliged to bear 
them by Force, though they have no mind to be the 
Diſciples of Chriſt ; . becauſe Sin has ſubjected all Man- 


the Wl kind to Tribulations, Perſecutions and Sufferings, from 


which neither Hearhens nor Chriſtians can be exempred. 


the Diſciple of Chriſt muſt deny himſelf, and take up his 
Croſs, and follow him, to any bur to thoſe who defire to be 
the true Diſciples of Chriſt, and not to thoſe who of 
Neceſſity, becauſe of Sin, muſt ſuffer the Adverſities 
that befal them feeing theſe do nor all aim tp be the 
Diſciples of CH. Bur the Scripture ſpeaks exprefly 
in this Text, that (e) He who would be Chriſt's Diſciple 
muſt deny himſelf; that is to ſay, all the Motions and 
Inclinations of corrupt Nature; embracing all that ſhocks 
or contradicts this Corruption. | | 
10. And this is what the Apoſtle ſays, That our Life g 
4 continual Warfare; and what the Scripture. ſays, (7) 
That Fleſp and Blood ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Hea- 
den; becauſe Nature being entirely corrupred by Sin, 
can never do any Good, nor become the Diſciple of 
Chriſt, bear his Croſs, and follow him, without a ſuper- 
natural Light and Grace, which is not given to all thoſe 
who Have natural Afflictions and Croſſes, as the Loſs of 
Relatione, of Wealth, of Health, or other caſual In- 
conveniencies. But Men are fallen into ſo profound Ig- 
norance, that they do nar ar all underſtand the real 
Senſe of the Truths of God: And every one imagines 
an that he underſtands Things after his Way, though Men 
el- now do not underſtand the Truth even of Natural 
nd Things. — _ 
ch 11. My Meaning was not, that you. cughr nor any 
of WF longer to viſit the Sick, nor to adminiſter the Remedies 
that you believe to be good for them ;_ but only that it is 
„dangerous for Phyficians to give ſtrong Medicines to their 
Patients; becauſe they do not underſtand Diſeaſes, nor 
ſs, the Conſtitution of natural Bodies. Therefore I ad- 
1s WU viſe you to appoint for your Patients a good Courſe of 
/*, Life and Diet, rather than other Medicines. And I be- 
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36 De Confaſſon of the 2p. 
lieve that even the very Nature of the Sick will diſcern 
better whar is fir for them than the Phyſician. It is 
better therefore ro follow ir, than to force it: And when 
a fick Perſon enclines ro ſwear, give him ſome Cordial 
that may warm him a lirtle more, thar by this means the 
Diſeaſe ma evaporate through the Pores of all the Body 

by Sweating And if the ſick Perſon enclines to Reſt, do 
nor keep him awake to make him eat; ſeeing Sleep dorh 
nouriſh him. And when rhe fick Perſon enclines to vo- 
mir, or to purge of himſelf, give him only ſome ſtrength- 
ning Nouriſnment, and let Nature help it felf by the 
Ways which it chnferh. And by theſe means you can 
do no Hurt in continuing to vifit the Sick} ſince this muſt 
ſſerve for your Maintenance. 
12. But if God do enlighten you more, and make 
you reſolve to leave the World, to become only the Phy- Very 80 
fician of your Soul, in labouring to cure all irs Maladies, W the La 
ou will be far more happy. This ſhe affures yon, who 
loves the ſame Soul, ro render it unto God, 


1 5 8. Antonia Bourignon. 
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When God cauſes the Truth to be pull iſw d, which be 
communicates to a holy Soul, the Devil ſtirs up cor- 
rupt Men to counter fecit the Works of God. 


SIR EC : 

— 1 Perceived by your's, of rhe 24th of November, the 
1 Defire you have to labour for God's Honour, and 

to print my Writings, even at your own Charges; which 

I will not oppoſe, ſince you ay, you have employ'd too ccedst 


much Wealth in the Service of the Devil, and you de- 8 


Maſs « 
ou have committed in the Service of the World, and ro | — 
pleaſe ir. And I doubt not but this uſeful Employ wil 1 (g) 


—— — 


Frine is the Living Bread that deſcends from Neaven; 
which the Catholicks attribute to the Holy Supper, becauſe 
they know no better. . 

2+ I judged thar my Originals would be fitter for this 
Impreſſion than any Copies or Tranſlations ; therefore J 
ail entruſt them to you, and ſend you one Sheet at once 
in our Leuers by the Poſt, You may begin to print them, 
when yon have received Three Sheets; becauſe the reſt 


will follow Sheer by Sheer ſufficiently ro employ the 


Preſs. To me it ſeems beſt (wich Submiſſion) to print firſt 
Solid Virtus in French, which will agree with the Project 
jou ſend me in the Preface to the Touch. ſtone; to which 
[ have nothing to oppoſe: For irs Language is very good; 
and if any ambiguous Word occur, you may look into 
the Nm Teſt amen, tranſlated by the Fanſenifts, who have 
very good French and Ort hograpſy, without Novelties, as 


the Labadiſts have, who pleaſe me in nothing, and are 


like the Magicians in Meſes's Time, chat counterfeited all 
the Works of God. 

3. I am rroubled therefore ro be compar'd to ſuch 
Perſons, who would counterfeit the Works of God, as 
Rethe does, and ſo many others, who affirm falſly, that 
they are ſent to reſtore Ie; ſeeing in order ro do 
this they have in no wiſe the Spirir of - God, bur are all 
full of the Love of themſelves, and ſeek their own Glory: 


Whick cannot agree with the Spirit of God, who is all 


bumble, fincere and true; whereas thoſe Labadiſis and 
others are ſubtle, diſſembling and proud. In which re- 
ſpect our Times may well be call'd dangerous and un- 
happy for thoſe who do not know the ſolid Truth which 
God communieares unto you by my Writings, of which 
you ought never to doubt. 8 

4. For there is no other God, but he who governs me; 
nor other Truths bur thoſe which he reaches me. You 
may therefore leave all other things, and rely on the Truths 
which I write, ſince they can be none other but what pro- 


ceeds from God. For all Men are Liars (g, ſaith the Scrip- 


ture, as I would be like wiſe if I ſpoke of my ſelf; which 
I dare nor do, knowing that I proceed from the corrupt 
Maſs of Adam, as do all the reſt of Men: But what 
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38 Tie cſaſ ofthe © | 
I fay from God is true; and I never deceived. any 


5: You may therefore believe me; for you will find 


that my Saying is true, and that in me there. is no Fal- 
mood, fince God gave me the Grace to overcome cor- 
rupt Nature, which you have not as yet overcome, nor 
S. nor M. Tou are all yer in the Warfare of this 
Corruption; but I hope you ſhall Ar lat obtain the 
Victory; for which my Wrirings may ſerve you for 
Armour, to repulſe the Stroaks which the Enemy 
of your Soul's Salvation gives you. Plant them there- 
fore in your Heart: And if you have the Courage to 
deſpiſe humane Reſpects, declare your {elf boldly ro be 
a Friend of the Truths of God which I Advance. But if 
you fear that you have not Courage enough to ſuffer the 
Tontempt of ignorant Men, keep it ſecret, | 


Novemb. 25. 
1675. 
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The Church ſhall not be re-eft abl;ſhe: by the Litrned, 
who are in the Confuſion of Ba 


corrupe Nature. 


My Child, 


+ 


15 BY your Letter of the 3d of March 1 perceive, that 


Lodeſtein and his Adherents have a good Opinion of 
the State of the World, and of Men; but I am afraid 
they take nor the right Way of profiting to Salvacion: 
For to think to convert the World by Clergy-men, is to 
beat the Air and loſe Time, ſeeing chey are the Cauſe of 
the Corruption of Chriſtendom, having taught the Peo- 
ple Falſhoods for Truth, and Errors inſtead of true Vir- 
tue. This the ignorant People receive for Chriſtian 
Truths, though there appears nothing of a Chriſtian in 
the Preachers themſelves: And they cannot give to o- 
chers rhat which theyhaye not themſelyes. py 
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2. And therefore it is not to be hoped, that the Re-eftas 
bliſhmenr of the Church of God will be done by the 
prieſts. It will be much if any of them be converted: 
For they are generally ſo ambitious, that they will nor 
receive the Truths of God from thoſe who have nor 
been bred in Univerſities, though Chriſt ſays, ()) Thar 
le will deſtroy the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and aboliſh the 
Prudence of the Prudent : And elſewhere he ſays, (i) He 
makes uſe of the Things that are weak to confound the Strong. 

3. Bur thoſe Scholars invert the Senſe of the Scrip- 
ture, and act quite contrary to what Chriſt taught us; 
and yer they ſay, they are Ambaſſadors from God, which 
is not true, Wherefore you muſt not amuſe your ſelf 
with thoſe Preachers, who are roo wiſe in themſelves, 
and account their Follies and Errors to be Wiſdom and 
Truth, It were better to employ one's Time in teaching 
either thoſe who ſubmir to the Will of God, or who 
ſeek after rhe Truth, and hunger and rhirſt after Righte- 
ouſneſs. | | | 

4. Theſe are the Children of the Kingdom, bur they 
who believe they are wiſe know nothing : And Chriſt has 
told us, (K) That we muſs not give the Childrens Bread to 

. I am apt to think that this Lodeſtein is not a Child 
ſubject ro the Eternal Father as he oughr ; but that he ſees 
only in a Specularive way the Corruption of Men, and 
that there are no Chriſtians any longer; but that he does 
not labour to become one, and contents himſelf with 
the deſpiſing of others. „„ 

5. This is a good Beginning to know Evil, but the 
great Poim is to abandon it, and to embrace the true 
Good, which theſe Men do nor yet underſtand. They 
are only full of good Deſires, without advancing any 
further. The beſt you can afford them, is to acquainr 
them with my Writings, in which are contain d the Truths 
of God, and the Ways which lead to Eternal Life. And 
Jam certain there is no other Way of Salvation, 
than that which God has taught me, and that every one 
may perceive by this Doctrine if he is far from, or near 
unto che Kingdom of Heaven; which cannot be diſcern d 
by the Doctrine of Men, who are aſſuredly full of the 
Babel of Confuſion and I gnorance. | 


} (h) 1 cer. 1. 19. (Ci) Lid. v. 27. (k) Matth. 
1 26. r. I. 8 * 6 1 


N * * 
AY, 
4 " 
— > ” — * 
= 


- = — * 
*— — — — — * 
ve — ay" < — of 
—— ” — — 2 — — - — — bs — — — 
2 — > > * p — * on 7 2 : _ 
— - — — — — od = * — - = n 
= : — — q : => — 2 — : > N = — . | * 
1 — 5 7 . * a - —— ” ku 4 2 —— © _— — — - * 
CES * ——— 2 — 52 3 — 5 — — * —— >: — 
_ b 3 —_— 
ge” — — 8 _ * 8 NOIR 
- _ 4 : _ 2 2 La N F 2 
a 8 þ n * * R, - Tum 
4% | * "x : * * , a 2 2 r 1 — 
Q . . oe mr OW, 4 1 > 6 2 o V4.4 . * . ky by . 7 \ — F 
L * 1 _ * 12 1 > 7 * 5 = 
85 . 


— 


— 
A 


— 9 — 
—— — — — — 3 Rm 
- 1 
7 2 1 


” =. : 
n. * 3 3 — 
of Tl — 


Fi bo 
I | 
N 
i 
| j 
U A 
| | 
þ 
| 
y 
7 
' j 
= 42 4 
1 
1.6 
Þ N. a 
|| G 
* 


40 The .Confuſion of the | * "46: 


6. I am come to Hambourg, that I may have the Lei- 
fure ro anſwer a Book writ by Mr. Ouw, Preacher in 
Flensbourg, whom you know. J intend to dedicate my 
Anſwer to the King, to ler him ſee the great Injury 
which rhoſe Preachers and the Magiſtrates of the Town 
did in treating you in ſuch a manner, and caſting ſuch a 
Reproach upon me. They ſay, this Preacher repents that 
be wrote againſt me, and that they conſpire all together 
to have me baniſh'd our of Holftein, or diſcharged to 
write any more; but I hope they ſhall be deceived, and 
hall nor compaſs their Deſign: Fer as ſoon as my An- 
ſwers are publiſh'd, they will be ſhamefully bafled, as 
they have well deſerv'd. „ 

7. Our Preſident labours to have the Touch. ſtone printed: 
He is at Copenhagen, and has 1 the King's Favour, 
as it is ſaid ; which would be for our Advantage. 
The Duke gave Orders a long time ago, that my Preſs and 
Books ſhould be rerurn'd me, but they who have em in 
Cuſtody derain em from me, and diſperſe em. Secretary 
N. and the Preachers are our Adverſaries, and oppoſe our 
Good. I know nor if God will permit'em to domineer yet 
for ſome time to try our Patience, He is ro be bleſt for 
all., . There are ſome here who would fain {peak with me 
for the Edification of their Souls; bur I dare not adven- 

iure it, till I know how I ſtand with the King. If he afford 
me Safety, I would retire for foie time to Altena 

I was much rejoiced to ſee our Brother S. It is a Loſs 

that his Wife is fo contrary to him: He would flie thro? 

the whole World it he were nor wedded to her. O how 
ſtrong a Chain is Marriage to withdraw Men from God! 

God preſerve all well-meaning Souls from it, that they 

may have the Liberty to flie wherever God ſhall be pleas d 


to call em. A. is here ar Hambourg, with very good Incli- 


nations, but ir ſeems he has not the Courage to overcome 
humane Reſpects. He lodges in the French Ordinary, 
eats with the Ladies, and orher People of the World. He 
goes often with Company to take the Air in Coach. I 
have bid him withdraw, and live rather meanly in my 
Eodging. He ſays, He has not Reſolution enough to 
leave his Lodging while he ftays at Hambottg ; and that 
be weuld chuſe rather to 
Tiellens at Sleſwick, I leave him at Liberty ro do as he 
pleaſcs : For I tee he has Strugglipgs:. He weeps wow 


go and ftay with our Brother 


Lett. XII. Builders of Babel. Ar 
he ſpeaks of rhe Lodging in which he is, and he h | 
the Courage to leave = Which ſhews, that the Law of 
corrupt Nature is a Slavery, that 
that which he would nor. 80 a N * 
8. I pray God preſerve you from that Slavery, and 
make you overcome that brutal Part of Concupiſcence, 
that you may become one truly renew'd in the Spirit 
of Feſus Chriſt, In this Wiſh I continue 


At Hambourg, Your Mother in Jeſus Cbriſt, 
” | 2 A. B. 
— ' 


LETTER XL 


The Learned find Faults in the Werks which come 
From God, and they do not obſerve, that they them- 
ſelves cannot re-eſtabliſh nor reform any thing but 


after the confuſed Manner of the Builders of Babel, 


SI R, | | 

1. I Received all your Letters with the Encloſed, and 

have rerurn'd an Anſwer to“; bur I could nor 
read M. P's Letter, becauſe of the Smalneſs of the Cha- 
ra&er, and the Paleneſs of the Ink; for I have never yet 
made uſe of Spectacles, I have ſent it to our Brethren ar 
Sleſwick, that they may copy our the Letter, and return it 
to me. I know nor likewiſe who that M. is, for I never 
heard of him. But if they ſeek after the Truth of God, 
they will find ir in my Writings. They may read more 
of them; for Truth is of that Nature, that the more 
nearly ir is view'd, the more beautiful we find it. 

2. I ſaw what M. wrote concerning me, by which he 
ſhews, that he is not far from the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Bur he has not yet received that Light of Truth, which 
God ſends now upon Earth. Yer I believe he is one of 
the beſt of this Age, and that he thinks there are yer 


many Chriſtians npon Earth, of whom he hopes to be 


one, But if you ask him, Whether he lives as the 
Chriſtians of the Primitive Church did? He would be 
obliged ro anſwer, Thar 2 does not; though God ne- 
75 | 2 VEL 
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ver changes, That Men may be Chriſtians, it is, and 
ever will be needful that they lead a Goſpel-Life; which 
none do, while yer there are ſo many who reckon them. 
ſelves Chriſtians out of Ignorance, not knowing what is 
needful to make a true Chriſtian, M. does very well to 
commend the Reſolution you have taken to be virtu- 
ous, and to follow the Life and Doctrine of Chriſt 
and of his Apoſtles, ſince no body can blame this. All 
Chriſtians muſt approve it. | 
3. Bur that which he finds fault with in my Book, 

That all the modern Theology contradicts the Wiſdom of the 

Holy Spirit, is the beſt and moſt true of all my Aſſertions, 
and I have mer with many good Divines who have ac- 
knowledged this Truth: For all that is now taught in 
Theology are the Gloſſes cf Men, who have not the 
Wiſdom of the Holy Spirit ; and rhe Fault he finds with 
my Saying, Tha# Diſputes come from the Devil, is nothing 
bur imaginary : Since it appears by the Effect, that Cha- 
rity is baniſh'd from among Chriftians by the Means of 
Diſputes. For fince they began ro diſpure, Hatred has 
prevail'd among them, inſtead of that Love which Jeſus 
Chriſt ſo earneſtly recommended to them. And as the 
Tree is known by its Fruit, Diſciples alſo are known by 
what rhey have produced. And ſo long as Mr, ** will 
rake Counſel from rhe Learned of this World, he can 
never receive the Light of the Holy Spirit, as he would 
do of himſelf ; becauſe the Learned will never approve 
of that which does nor ſerve for their Defigns or Ad- 
vantages, ſince the Humility and Poverty of Feſus Chriſt 
is in Contempt with them, as it was with the Greeks in 
his own Time. 5 

4. As to his Thought, that I am proud, and that I call 
my ſelf, The Mother of Chriſtians, you muſt anſwer him, 

That this concerns none but my ſelf ; and that if my Do- 
ctrine be good, they cannot err in following it, even 
though it had been advanced by the Devil himſelf: And 
there can be no Poiſon hid in the Doctrine and Practice of 
the Goſpel, at which all my Words and Writings aim, and 
what I advance further, every one is free to ler it alone, 
and to take that only which he finds to be good, according 
to the Counſel of Feſus Chriſt, (1) To try the Spirits, and 


(1) 1 Fobn « I NY 


fo 


Grour 


= 5 


co hold to that which is good, and rejeti the evil : Which I 


to ſuſpend his judgment as to what he cannot compre- 


ſtanding of it. 


J. The other Points alledged by ** are Calumnies and 

Lies: For I do not in the leaſt deſpiſe the Holy Scrip- 
k, ture: On the contrary, I perſwade every one to read 
the it, and to follow what it reaches. But the Fruits of this 
NS, Reading do appear ſufficiently in the Lives of thoſe who 
c- read it continually, and yet are not converted; nor yet 
in they who daily hear Sermons, and what they call God's 


ne Word. They ought to be edified by the Goodneſs of 
th God, who gives yer at preſent in this wretched Age his 


8 Light of Truth immediately, and that I need no other 
a- Maſter but the Holy Spirit. = | 
of 6. Wherefore you may ask thoſe Doctors, if the 
48 Holy Spirit is limited, or become barren now, that he 
as can no more give to any his immediate Light, as he did 
1e hererofore to ſo many holy Prophets? And if he is now 
* ſubjected to Learned Rabbies, who cannot give to ano- 
ll ther what they have not themſelves, while they would 


n fooliſnly explain the Scriptures by the Means of their 
d Learning, by which they acquire nothing bur the Senti- 
Ee ments of others ? And if that other has errd, he who 
' follows him, doth err likewiſe, having no other Light 
ſt but what he derives from his Books, which being falſe, 
n the Doctrine he learns from them is falſe likewiſe. Lo, 
theſe are all the Sciences of the Men of Learning. 


7. That my Writings are more clear and intelligible 5 


than even the Scriptures, one needs bur examine them 
narrowly, to ſee if this is not true. I have alſo good 
Ground to flight the Reformation of the Church of 
Rome, when I ſee that they who have made that Refor- 
mation live worſe than others, having fallen from ſome 
Errors into far greater: So that what is alledged by 
thoſe Divines deſerves no Refutation, being ill found- 
ed, falſe and unreaſonable. It were much better to 
abide firm in the Reſolution of following the Life and 
Doctrine of Feſus Chriſt, than to ſpend one's Time in 
anſwering ſuch Trifles. For ſuch, for the moſt part, do 


net ſo much ſeek to find our the Truth, as to find 
= = - What 
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cannot ſay of my Writings, ſince they have nothing in 
them that is evil, ro be rejected. It is fit only for one 


hend, till it pleaſe God to give him a ſufficient Under- 
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what may ſerve to eftabliſh their Authority, or to mains. 

| _ their Opinions, and whar they have reſolved to — 
believe. | | | 4.9. ALY 5: oi war : 1 
8. I am well pleaſed that your Tran ſlation is finiſh'd: ks 
There are many who long for that Treatiſe ; and I be- pot go 
lieve tis the Devil that retards it; as alſo Solid Virtue, for ochens 
which they have wrir- ſeveral times from Copenhagen, the courim 
Nobiliry there being deſirous of it. If I had the Touch- Means 
fone in High- Dutch, I would diftribute it here before ! That x 
leave this Place, where there are many curious Perſons, tte. 6 
who deſire it, and among thoſe the Duke of Hoſſein him- Lenk 
ſelf: In his Retreat he would paſs his Time in reading he bas 
it. I am well pleaſed that you are not ſo averſe to the Chriſt 


Invocation of Saints as formerly; for it is a very ill thing votiori: 
to admit ſuch Prejudices againſt any ching, as to be un- tion df 
capable of receiving the Truth. 9 5 . ſincere 
9. All theſe Reformations have brought great Miſ. it will 
chief into Chriſtendom; and it had been far better to Heath 
have continued in the Roman Church, and reform'd the thais 1 
Corruprions of it, than to have made ſo many unpro- this fre 
fitable Schiſms and Diviſions. ' I think all the Reform'd | 
| Have fallen out of the Frying-pan into the Fire, and - Hr 


inſtead of reforming Chriſtendom, have, deform'd it yet 
more; and Peoples Manners are become far worſe than 
before the Reformation; and they have encreaſed in 
Evil: For by it Charity is entirely frozen, and Hatred 
1s encreaſed, ſo as to kill and deſpiſe one another; and 
from Chriſtian Brerhren they are ab Enemies to one 
another, hate one another with deadly Hatred for ſome 
'” UM founded Opinions, and for theſe they deſpiſe one 
another; and the one holds that for Error which the 
other eſteems Virtue. „ ED; 
10. By which we ſee the Confuſion that was figured by 
the Tower of Babel, whoſe Builders did not underſtand one 
another ; which made the Work to be left off, as we ſee 
now Chriſtians ceaſe to advance in Virtue, that they may 
night againſt one another about the Things which do not 
ce ncern their Salvation: For what Advancement or Hin- 
dance is it to Virtue, to believe that we ought to pray to 
the Saints, or that we ought nor to pray to them? Since 


this is not of the Eſſence of Faith, and they who do ſin- I 
cerely addreis them as the Favourites of the Coun of 
| at ! 5 0 OY. Ty Heas 

* * 
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Heaven, do well ; and they who pray immediately unto 


God with Humility. of Heart, do well alſo : For every 
one is obliged ro ſeek the Means thar are moſt proper 
for the Advancement of his Perfection. All Perſons do 
not go by rhe ſame Way unto God: Some by Prayers, 
others by Faſting, others by Meditation, others by ſuc- 
courirtg their Neighbour, and ſo by a Thouſand other 
Means fitted to each one. Therefore the Apoſtle ſays, 
That a Man muſt not grieve his Brot her; (m) that he who 
eats, eats unto the Lord; and he who faſts, faſts unte the 
Lord. As David ſaid heretofore, (n) Let all Spirits praiſe 
the Lord, both in Heaven'and on Earth, Why then do 
Chriftians now a- days mock one another for their De. 
votions 2 For my part I would not mock at the Devo- 
tion of the Turks of Heathens, when they go about it 


ſincerely, and think they do well in it. And I believe 


it will be found at the Day of Judgment, that ſome 
Heathens have ſerved God better in their Ignorance, 
than many Chriſtians who mock them, Be aſſured of 


this from 
Hambourg, May 16, 
M7. 31-1 BD gOs 
„ A. B. 
— — — — — — 
lm) Rm. 14.6, (u) Pſal, 150. 6. 
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46 le confaſn of the 
LETTER XII. 


How far the ſeveral Parties of Religion are eftranged 


from Truth and Virtue}, and how they ought to re- 


cover the ſame, 


. 
1. 1 Received yours in due time, but it being writ in 2 
{mall Character, and with pale Ink, I could nor 
read it, I ſent it ro our Friends at Slefwick to copy it 
our, by which Copy I underſtood its Contents, the Fa. 
vours which God had ſhew'd you, and your holy Reſo. 
lutions, the Truth you have diſcover'd in my Writings, 
and your Deſire to follow it. All which Things are much 
to be regarded as particular Favours, ro which you muſt 
continue faithful. For there is no other Way of Salva- 
tion, than that of following the Truth of God in Pra- 
ctice. N 
2. Bur this Truth is now ſo darken d by Mens Com- 


ments and Explanations, that one knows not where to 


find it. Every one ſays (o) Lo here is Chriſt, Lo there is 
Chriſt, while in the mean time we ſee not any of the 
Parties of Religion embracing the Lowlineſs and Humi- 
liry of Chriſt, nor living as did the Primitive Chriftians, 
All of them are as remote from this, as Earth is from Hea- 


ven; tho' each of them believe they are good, and that 


they live as Chriſtians ; and do nor perceive that they are 


Anti- Chriſtians, and that their Lives are directly oppo» 


ſite to the Lives of the Primitive Chriſtians: And yet 
the Life of a Chriſtian row a- days ovghr to be wholly 
conformable thereunto, ſince God is Yeſterday and to 
Day the ſame; and there will never be any other ſaving 
Doctrine, than that which FJeſus Chriſt has taught: He 
came at the laſt Hour, and therefore we muſt not look 
for any Change, nor for any other Way of Salvation, than 
what he and his Apoſtles left us in the Doctrine of the 


Goſpel. h 


(o) Matt. 24. 23x 
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3. And becauſe I declare by my Writings thoſe Truths 
which God makes known to me, they reproach, purſue 
and perſecute me beyond Meaſure; and they call by the 
Name of Hereſies the moſt ſolid Truths which God doth 
immediately reach me.- For I never gave my ſelf to Stu- 
dy, nor Reading, nor Speculayve. Meditations. I exer- 
cile my ſelf in. purifying my Soul, and following the 
Counſels of rhe Goſpel ; and by this means God'commu. 
nicates unto my Soul what he thinks fir I ſhould know, 
and I impart it to others as much as I can, without any, 
other Recompence but Contempt and Perſecutions, . 
4. You tell me in yours, that ſome of thoſe. to whom 
you recommended. my Writings, had ſeveral Doubrs 
and Objections about them, ro which you anſwer d per- 
tinently, when you ſaid, Thar ſpiritual Writings do ope- 
rate, according to the Diſpoſition of rhe Souls who read 
them. You may. publiſh as you ſee fit all your Anſwers. 

or my part, I have no Concern therein, fince I am nor 
ſollicirons that People ſhould believe me. I bave done 
the Duty that God requires of me, by imparting to my 
Neighbour the Light of Truth thar he gives me. Every 
one is free to embrace or reject it, ſince all the Pa- 
mage or Profit will be their own : And I aim ar nothing 
in the World bur to accompliſh rhe Will of God. 

5. I withdraw as much as I can from Men, even from 
thoſe who paſs for devour Perſons ; and I can ſee nothing 
of true Religion among them, whatever they may call 
it : All ſeems nothing to me bur a Traffick and Mer- 
chandiſe of Souls. I have only Seven Perſons with me, 
who have abandon'd the World ro become the Diſciples 
of Chriſt 5; and they have not as yet attain'd ro what 
they aim at: They endeavour with the Apoſtle to ſee if 
they can attain to ir. Wherefore I cannot adviſe you to 
come and ſee them, and I am not at preſent with them, 
we being ſcatter d in divers Places, becauſe of Perſecuti- 
ons, though we are all united in the Deſire of becoming 
true Chriſtians. SE hs | 

6. I hope we ſhall ere long come together again. If 
it is all one to you, with rhoſe Two you ſpeak of, where 
you ftay ; you may live cheap at Sleſwick, where you may 
ſometimes converſe with us, and ſee more of my Wr1. 
tings, which come abroad daily, like a Fountain that ne- 


yer dries up, For I counſel none to enter into our So- 


ciety, 


—  — ˙ ům˙ũ—ß 


1 


pur into rheir Minds, ubrs and 


wiſe wie | 
Jod make them 'backflide. Ir were better for 


Rn to try themſelves well before they undertake a 
Thing to which Nature has great * 1 ance; fince we 
day 5 4 ſt it; and 457 not place Virtue in fine 8 e. 
culatio quent Difcourſes, or arc "Theories : Bur 


we place ir (as you alſo have obſerv'd ) in the Morti- 
fication of the Fleſh, and in the Imitation of Feſus 
Chri#,- Tik 1 * Ty I 1: 2& DILL &i 
7. The hs Would faved by any other Way, 
need not cbmie to me; for I know I other Way chat 
leads to St vation. 1 apptel ptehend you may be one of La- 
| badie's les. If bn on muſt know that I am not 
of his Sentifttents, and will not embrace them. It would 
be therefore in vain er vou tro come to perſwade me to 
ir Fr 1 have another Maſter, who teaches me ro do 

| quite otherwiſe than they do. And ſome while ago they 
wrote to me from Himbour 5 to know if I would re- 
cee into our Society ſome of Labadie's Diſciples'? To 
which I anfwer'd, No; _ God raught me ocherwiſe 
chan he reaches his Diſciples. I knew him and his Do- 
ctrite and Works. Lalſo Secived he had ſome with him 
who ſoup ht for Virtue Where ir was not to be 
found. Such would be welcome to me, if they would 
come to learn the Inſtructions of the Holy Spirit, and ta 
unlearn what they have learned from natural Men, from 
whom nothing bur Errors and Lies can proceed ; for 
all'Narnre is corrupted, fro which nothing bur Sin can 
flow, ſo long as Men follow this Corruprion. 

g. I'muſt end, becaufe the Poſt goes off, and I have 
had lirtle Time fince I received your Second Letter. We 
may enlarge more upon this afterwards. In ee 
of this, 1 remain to you : and your dear Spouſe, 


G 3 May 7 our ven Meek! in J. Chriſt, 
; . 1079! bp 
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They who. ſeek God purely art few in Number, and 
perſecuted by thoſe who have vorhing but Words, as 
it i in A arte. 
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y, Ni 1 Perceive you can read my Letters, and that my firſt 
ar L let pon. I ti write mond wits. yh, 
4. but ſeein 1 find by yours, ab you infend 10. come ſhort= 
ot / into rhele Parts, I hope to tell you by Word of Mouth 
1d what 1 have to write to you. If in Eight Days you leave 
ro If Holland, T hope you ſhall find me here. T'rejoice to 
10 bear thar there are yer ſome who do purely feek God; 
ey bur 1 date not cruſt all thole who fay they do chie; be- 
& auſe I have mer wich ſo, many Cheats, char I know 


„ Rn go ra ronoG 3 
ſe 2. We are only Five 1 in Society together, who 
o. I have dedicated Body and Go6ds to the Adrancemenx of 
im God's Glory, and the Salvation f Souls: They are yer 
de I weak and imperfect in true Virtue; but conſtant and in- 
dd I vincible in their Reſolutions of labouring to become true 
tO Chriſtians. I aſſiſt and comfort them, as much as I can; 
m and this I would do without Parriality to all well- diſ- 


- 


or I} poſed Perſons. I wonld gladly beſtow upon them for 
n I theſe Ends all my Goods and my Life, that I might mou. 


I them nearer _ unto God, If you ſeek after this, I wi 
„love you with all my Heart; bur if you ſeek after any 
e other thing, you will nor find id with me. For though I 
an am nothing but a Child in Sinceriry, God has been 
_ If pleaſed to give me much Ligh:, whereby ro diſcern Fal- 
hood from Truth when 1 need to know it; fo that if 
you are upright in Heart, you will undoubtedly find 
with mie whar you ſeek for. 3 | 
1 3. But if you come hither (as many have done) out 
of Curioſity, or for a Spy, your Stay will not be long. 
Hence many have gone away after they had come to 
x; live with me ; becauſe their Eye being evil, their whole 
Loch remain d in Darkneſs, as the Scripture ſays; if 
5 N Ee. = ) Ä 9 their 
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5 _ The caſoſn ile 
their Eye had been ſingle, their whole Body had been full of mean 
Light. ö woulc 


cate your ſelf ro God, that he may do with you as it plea. Ml read r 
ſerh 2 1 ere ay, and thar f if 
which i moſt acceptable tõ him. For even the Virtues have ; 


according to, his Will.. 


6, 1 Ta dad, ce that you are not of 'Labadie's 
12 TJ 


minion, And if my Writings or Converſation be an Help 
to any, they ought to love and ſeek after it as much as 
they can, fince every one is obliged ro ſeek the Means 

of his own Perfection; for without the Means we can 

| Never 


never arrive at the End. I know there are ſome well. 
meaning People among the Labadiſi:; but I am afraid ir 
would be hard for them to quit the firſt Impreſſions 
which he gave them. He forbade them ſo much as to 
read my Writings. I know not whar they have written 
againſt me; but I may eaſily judge what Sentiments they 
have ; for I have entirely diſcover'd, that they are only 2 
new Sect invented by the Wir of Men, who ſeek ro 
drive a Trade with the Word of God. 

7. God has granted you a great Favour in making 
you diſcern Good from Evil. This is no ſmall Favour 
in ſo dangerous a Time, where every one ſays, Here or 
there is Chrift, while in Life and Practice Chriſt is not 
truly follow'd any where, Wherefore I do nor inform 
my ſelf of what Party of Religion thoſe are who defire 
to join with me, provided they will follow Feſus Chriſt, 
and deny themſelves 3 fince all thoſe Sects and Religions, 
by what Name ſoever they may call chem, are nothing 
bur a Trade. I ſee none of them led by the Holy Spirit, 
though each Sect pretends to found it ſelf upon the Scrip- 
wres. Bur all is ill interpreted, and yet worſe fol- 
low'd. | 

Wherefore we muſt cleave to the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
and endeavour to put it in Practice, This 1s the only 
Way to live happy to all Eternity; which Happineſs 1 
wiſh you and your Company, being, | 


a $ I R, 
Hambourg, May 
26. 1676. Tour very Aſfectionate in J. Chriſt, 


Ant. Bourignon. 
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nor . K T PE R IW. 
That it is not fit to ſeek after Perſons, for fear of being 
Aeceiued, or of rearing np humane, unprofitable and 
--» burtful Buildings. e 


My Child, 


x, 1 Received yours from Amſterdam, and chat alſo from 


Rotterdam of the 22d of Fuly, by which I perceive 
you have done what J recommended to you when you 
was at Amſterdam, for which I thank you, As to the 
Maid you faw at Leiden, who had a great Appearance of 
Sanctity, you are not to lay Streſs upon ir. You muſt 
recommend thoſe extraordinary Things to God, before 
you believe any of them, ſince we live in ſo dangerous 
à Time, in which God reveals, that Three Parts of the 
Men of the whole: Earth are in expreſs Covenant with 
the Devil. Conſider what Danger there is in converſing with 
em now. And if you knew what Appearance of Sanctity 
the Devil makes uſe of in ſuch Perſons for ſeducing well- 
meaning Men, you would be more jealous of rhis ſeeming 
Holineſs, or theſe extraordinary things, than you would be 
of open Sinners, who can't do ſuch Miſchief ro your Sou), 
as thoſe counterfeited Saints, who deceive even the beſt 
diſpoſed Perſons. You ſay, this Maid told you the Diſ- 
courſe you had held with another in her Abſence, and 
this confirms you in the Opinion that ſhe has Revelations 


from God: Bur you do not confider that the Devil may | 
4 


reveal ſuch Things to his Adherents. I have had 

much Experience of the like Things, that I am afraid of 
all, till I am confirm'd by God, if thoſe things are from 
him, or from an evil Spirit. I knew Perſons at Amſter- 
dam, who did the Things that you tell me of that Maid, 
and ſpoke of the Wonders of God like Angels, and 
yer were truly Sorcerers; which many did perceive, af- 
ter that I had once made them ſuſpect ir, and they had 

more narrowly obſerv'd them. = 


2. Wherefore 
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2. Wherefore I'm afraid you may let your ſelf be ſe- 
duced by fuch falſe Appearances. ; Do Ag after ex- 
eraordinary, Thi Lay hold on Solid Virtue, che de- 
unto God, that you may let your ſelf be goyern'd by 
him in all bis Ways. This is the one Thing needful for 
your Salvation; but Viſions. or Propheſies are not ſo, 
nor yet to know what you ſay to others in the Abſence of 
thoſe who - pretend to propheſie: Since theſe things 
bring no Perfection ro the Soul of him who does them; 
bur a : with Peril of Vain- glory, when he is not rege 
3. I know yon have a great Zeal and Deſire to ad- 
vance che Glory of God ; but you take not the right Way 
to do it. You. think to convert the World by Spiritual 
Admonitions or Diſcourſes ; bur that is not the Way that 
God has choſen ro do this. He himſelf muſt. build the 
Temple, That : ſhall not be made by Mens Hands, where 
Righteeuſneſs ſhall dwell, and where Men ſhall no longer 
need ro teach one another (m), but rhey ſhall be all taught 
of God. To me this Time ſeems to be at hand, when 
there ſhall be no longer need ro preach or travel for the 
Converſion, of Men. God's Judgments will chaſe. the 
Good to the Place where they ought to be, and will 
530 off rhe Wicked, thar the Earth may be purged from 
4. Wherefore I diſſwade you from that Employ of 
compaſſing Sea and Land to make a Profelyre ; but I 
Aike you to apply ſeriouſly ro your own Perfection, 
that yon may in Quiet labour ro find Communion with 
God. Then ſhall you be capable of converting all thoſe 
who (ball be diſpoſed for true Converſion : Which now 
by your ourward Means you cannot do. God muſt work 


in the Souls of Men of good Will. All the ourward 


things which lead to Ged have now loft their Force, by 
reaſon of Mens Abule of them : The Sacraments have 
no more Virtue : Sermons reſemble Comedies : Prayers 
and other Devotions are done by Rote, or out of Self- 
Complacency. In ſhort, the Time is come (2 That God 
muſt be worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth, and no longer in 
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„„ de Confuſinof tile 
ebe Temple, or upon ibe Motintain ; that is to ſay, j 
— Temples, of Forms of Devotion. N n 
5. For the Holy Spirit is no longer obtain 'd by AC. 
ſemblies, Congregations, Reformartons, Sermons, or 
other ourward Forms of Worſhip ; but by Purity of 
Life, and the Renouncing of corrupt Nature: Not by 
ſpeaking well, or having the Gift of Propheſy, or that of 
working Miracles, or by giving all our Goods to feed 
the Poor; but by Charity, as the Apoſtle declares, telling 
us, Thar all is nothing wirhour Charity, which is the 
Love of God ; for to poſſeſs this, and for no other End 
were we created: So that all that we do and ſay ought 
to aim at no other End but to attain this Love of God. 
Wherefore we ought to mind this one Thing, without ta- 
king too much Liberty about other Things, or ſeeking 
to convert others before we are well converted our 
ſelves. | 
6. I know that all Men of Good-will, being touch d 
inwardly in their Souls by God, would fain -give the 
ſame Impreſſion unto others, and would go over Sea and 
Land ro declare the Bleſſing which they have received, 
thar they might make their Neighbour Partaker of the 


ſame, and bring him to be converted, as they think they 


themſelves are. But they do nor perceive that there are 
yer ſo many dangerous Ways to paſs through, where the 
Devil waits ro deprive them of the good Motions that 
God has put into rhe Soul: Which wilt be loſt, unleſs 
they have a good Guide, who has Experience of the 
Wiles of the Devil, which are ſo ſubtle for Beginners, 
that ir is impoſſible to diſcover them, becauſe they are 
cover'd over with Piery and Virtue ; fo that thoſe Be- 
ginners do not diſtinguiſh falſe Piery and Virtue from 
that which is true and ſolid ; and by this means the 
wander, and go out of themſelves by indiſcreet Zeal, 
going where they are not ſent, and defiring to 1mpart 
ro others that which they have not yer acquired 
themſelyes. ; 
7. I even gave Way to this Tempration in rhe Begin- 
ning of my Converſion 3 not that I went out of my ſelf 
to reach others, ſince I never had that Ambition; bur 1 
went our of -my ſelf ro do many good Works (as I be- 
lieved ; ) ſuch as to viſit the Sick, to comfort the Afflict- 


ed, and to do other Works of bodily and ſpiritual * 
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1 o that] did not omit any of the Town of Liſſe, who 13 
8 was in Neceſſity, whom knew, and whom it was in | 
© my Power to help. I uſed alſo by Courſe a great Num- 
r ber of Prayers, Warchings, Faſtings and Penances, which 
f KW would have ſoon made an End of me, if God had nor 
y miraculouſly preſerv d me, who afterwards made me (ee 
f char all rhoſe things were done from an indiſcreet and 
d nh Zeal, wherein Self-pleafing mingled ir ſelf ro my 
g Hurt. For the Care I had of the poor fick Pri ners, 
e WW and of thoſe who were perſecuted, was an Hindrance to 
d my inward Recollection, and no Advantage to the Souls 

1 others, who reap'd only ſome humane Comfort there- 
« by, and that many times to the Prejudice of their Salva- 
non; fince I found that the Ule that many made of che 
g good Offices I did them, was to offend God the more, 
r and to live in Sloth, Glutrony and Drunkenneſs, by my 
| Liberality ro them; So char I was conttrain'd by the 
d Divine Light ro quit all thoſe outward Virtues, that F_ 
e might not any longer co-operate with the Sins of others. 
d l deſired earneſtly to have more Care of their S us than 
dl, Nof cheir Bodies, and took them into my Houle, that L 
Ee night ſee whar Uſe they made of the good Offi e L 
y did chem, while I endeavour'd to inſtruct them in the 
e {Chriſtian Doctrine, and in thoſe things which made tot 
e their Salvation. And I applied my ſelf for about Nine 
it ears to this Bodily and Spiritual Hoſpitality boch toge- 
ſs cher, thinking thereby to gain ſome Soul ro God: But I 
e can ſay truly, that not one of all the Perſons whom I 
s, WEreceived into my Houſe, which were to the Number of 
de about Five Hundred, gave Evidence of being converted 
e- unto God. They were well taught, and knew the Way 
n of Salvation; but they did not follow ir, So that I 
U might ſay with St. Peter, (o) Lord, I have fiſh'd all Night, 
„Ind have caught not hing. I was fain to catt my Net on 
rt the other Side, as the Lord ſhew'd me: Then I ſaw the 
d Net full of Filhes. 5 | 

8. I wiſh, my Child, you may become wile at my 

. Expence, and give over the Defire of ſeeking for holy 
if Men, or ſuch as you hoe to convert; fince you will find 
I Fneither, bur will hinder your own Salvation without pro- 
e- If firing others. This is the only and laſt Mean which God 
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will make Uſe of to.cauſe the Goſpel of the Kingdom ts 
be preach'd through the World by Writing: And if you 
would contribute thereunto, you need not paſs over into 
England ; you have already found whar you would ſeek 
there. The Sickneſs that has ſeized you in the Way 
may let you ſee that this Voyage was not approv'd of 
God, no more than I approved it: But whereas you were 
free, I reſolv'd to leave you in that Liberty in which God 
bimſelf hath left you. Return now, and fee if you can 
do any thing in the Will of God, and do not any longer 


follow your own Will, which is wholly corrupted. This 
ſhe aſſures you, | 


Lutzbourg in Eaft-Friezeland, i ho loves yout Soul, 
Aug. 21. 1677. . 33 
A. B. 
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LETTER XVI. 
On the ſame Subjeft. | 
My Child, 


1. J Received both your Letters, the laſt on the 18th of 


1 September, but I could not anſwer you, being ſo 
weaken'd by a Sickneſs, which has laſted Five Weeks ; 


and I am noc yet free of the Fever, which encreaſes 


every Day. in the Evening, with an Overflowing of the 
Gall that ſpreads it ſelf into the Stomach. This has ſo 


weaken'd and chang'd me, that Mr. L. C. and Mr. I. when 


they came here were troubled to ſee me. I have been 
ar the Gates of Death ; bur it ſeems God will not open 


them yer to me. He knows beſt why. His holy Name 
be bleſt, for he does all things for our greater Good. I 


hope it will happen ſo to you alſo as to your Sicknels. 


Bur 1 am afraid that the Devil may make ycu believe, 
that the Drink is the Cauſe of your Sickneſs, as you tell 
me in yours, of which I cannot be perſwaded, bur rather 


that it is a Favour from God, who by this means will have 
you to know his Will as to your Voyage to England, and 


your other Enterprizes. 
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2. For I know from God, that he will no longer con- 
vert Men by the Means which you undertake, as I wrote 
in my laſt; but that he himſelf will touch the Heart, 
and leave each ro ſeek the moſt proper Means for his 
own Perfection. This you cannot comprehend, and you 


think you have more Reaſon than I to do what you judge 


to be good, And this happens to you for want of Light, 
and a particular Revelation from God, ro whom you are 
not entirely reſign d; bur you are yet guided by your 
own Spirit; and thereby the Devil endeavours to en- 
ſnare you without your perceiving it. | ; 
3- Thus he treats all good Men, ſeeking to catch them 
under a Pretexr of Piety and good Works. Wherefore 
the Scriprure ſaith by Jeſus Chriſt, (y) hart will it profit 
a Man to gain the whole World, and loſe his own Soul 8 
Bur the Devil and corrupt Nature do ſtill excite well- 
meaning Perſons to go abroad out of themſelves, and to 
draw others to Virtue before they have attain'd to it them- 
ſelves, that they may thus make them loſe their Souls by 
Wandring and Diſtraction, without bringing any Profit 
to others; and thus their Labours are vain and fruitleſs. 
4. I perceiv'd by yours, that theſe Admonitions were 
not agreeable ro you; and having recommended it to 
od, I was preſs'd to write to you once more, © becauſe of 
the Danger in which I ſee you, In the mean time, think 
not that I ſay this to you out of a Deſire ro have you ro 
ſtay with me, fince I am abſolutely reſolv'd not to receive 
you into our Company rill you are entirely convinced in 
your Soul that am govern'd by the Holy Spirit, and till 
you are reſolved to be under the ſame Conduct. For I 
diſmiſt * for the very ſame Reaſon, becauſe I ſaw he 


doubted in ſome Inftances if I was led by rhe Wiſdom 
of the Holy Spirit: As I would diſmiſs all who'defired to 


join with us, before they ate convinced in their Souls that 
the Holy Spirit dwells in me; ſince our Converſation 
would be unprofitable to them, and would give me no- 
thing bur Diſquier and Trouble by continual Contra- 
ditions, as I have experienced in ſeveral Perſons who 
have come to ſtay with me. 

5. So that all I can do with reſpect to you is, that when 
you ſhall ſtay here with the Baron, you may have Occa- 
fon to converſe with us, and ſee if you ſhall approve all 
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38 The Confuſion of the 
my Sentiments, and reſolve to follow them; or if you 
vill chuſe rather to follow your own's As to both which 
you ſhall ſtill remain free as God has created you. The 
Baron tells me, He will give you a particular Room in 
his Caſtle, where you may copy out and tranſlate my 
Writings under a Pretext of being his Secretary; that 
you may ſtill have Acceſs to him, though he will keep 
his ordinary Secretary, that he may nor diſtract you 
with temporal Affairs, but may let you have all your time 
free to attend Divine and Spiritual Things. 

6. I received M. J. D. 25 Letter, wherein he tells me, 
that he who ſaid he was regenerate, diſowns it row, 
and acknowledges that he was deceived and was preſum. 


pruous : So that thoſe Friends of F. ſee now that the ill 


Opinion I had of my Neighbour was not without Ground, 
as they imagined when I got my Letter, about which 
I ſhall not be ſo free ro write again, For if they are 
not perſwaded that I have the Light of the Holy Spirit, 
they ought not to ask any Counſel of me, nor what Sen- 
timent I have of thoſe they pretend to know very well; 
fince to {peak according to the ordinary Apprehenſions of 
Mev, they ought ro have more Underſtanding than I ro 
judge of theſe things: And I have no Concern to enquire 
of God about the State of Sduls, ſeeing I am ſuſpected 
ro judge raſhly, and ro have deceitful Revelarions, For 
the Divine Light ought not to be ſcoff'd ar, but to be re- 
ceived with Faith, Reverence and Thankigiving, and nor 
to be ſuſpected of Error or a Lie. For they who will not 
believe me ought nor to ask me any thing; fince I do not 
lie, and I never deceived any, | | 

7. Bur thoſe well-meaning Perſons wil! not become 
. wiſe till they are once cheared by the Devil and wicked 
ones. I leave them all to enjoy their own Opinion, which 
they prefer to the Wiſdom of the Holy Spirit, and will 
not ſpend my Time in writing to them any more. For 
ix is in vain to ſpeak when one is not heard. 

2, I know no Friend of M. P. who is reſign'd to the 
Conduct of the Holy Spirit, no more than you or he, 
though you 1gnorantly think you follow him, even when 
you oppoſe his Conduct in Simplicny and Devotion. 
Wherefore our Times may well be called Dangerous, in 
which the very Elect are deccived, as you allo are; ſince 
you held ſome for virtuous who are aſſuredly engaged 
| | 4 
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to the Devil by expreſs Covenant, and you ſeek to be 
join d with them for advancing the Glory of God. Think 
a little how this can be: I give you this fair Warning 
as to many of thoſe who think they are advanced in Vice 
rae and Perfection. 24 


Septemb. 21, 
1677. 


8 


LETTER XVII. 


It is not neceſſary for Salvation that one embrace ano- 
ther Sect or Farty of Religion, as they do in Babel; 
but that he practiſe the Doctrine of Chriſt, and 


become a true Chriſtian. Of the Uſe and Abuſe of 


Ceremonies and Sacraments. 


Ay Children, 
1, J Received all your Letters, and perceived by yours of 
the $th of April, that ... had defired J. D. V. at 
Frederick$tadt to come and lodge in the Jeluir's Houſe 
with hem; the only Deſign of which is to have him become 
Catholick, This is far from following rhe Lighr of 
Truth which God now ſens into the World. To be 
ſaved ix is, and ftill will be needful, that a Man be 
truly Carholick : Bur all who are Romaniſts, are nor 
Catholicks; for I knew nor {ſo much as one amongſt 
the vaſt Number of Romaniſts, with whom I was bred 
up. It is only from a Rule of Civility that one is called 
Lutheran,. Calviniſt, Romaniſt, or by any other Name; 
for thoſe Names do not make one a Chriſtian, nor a trys 
Catholick | 
2. And 1 would earneſtly wiſh thar ** had as much 
Zeal and Fervour to become a true Chriſtian ana Catho- 


lick himſelf, and rd draw others with him to the truly 


Chriſtian Faith and Virtue, and to the true Catholick 
Religion, as he has to bring em into the Roman Church; 
ſince Rome does not render all thoſe holy who profeſs ro 
be her Children: On the contrary, the Proverb {ays, The 

D 3 _ nearep 
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nearer Rome, the worſe Chriſtian. I have indeed known 
ſome, who from Lutherans turning to be Romaniſts, be- 
came worſe in their Lives and Manners. And the Wife 
of ſuch a Convert in Noordſtrandt ſaid often to Mr. de 
Corr, That her Husband was far more wicked after he be- 
came Catholick; and that he ceaſed nor to fin, when he 
believed that all his Sins were pardon'd upon confeſſin 
them to the Prieft ; whereas the Fear of Hell reftrain'd 
him from Sin while he was a Lutheran 5 which ſhews, 
that thoſe Changes of Religion do nor ſanctifie Men; 
bu the Change of Life and Manners is the true Way to 
become holy, and to be juſtly called Catholich : Since all 
who call themſelves Catholicks, and are nor holy, are Liars 
and Hypccrites. | | 
3. For the Name of Catholich doth expreſly fignifie 
one who is in the Communion of Saints, to which thoſe 
have not attain d who continue in their Sins after they 
have changed their Religion, and do not labour for the 
Sanctification of their Souls, by denying themſelves 
and warring againſt their corrupt Nature, that they may 
follow ard imitate Ckrift according to the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel. So that if you become a Romaniſt, as your 
good Friend wiſhes you may, you will go from Evil to 
Worſe, while you believe you are advanced in Virtue, 
becauſe you have changed yuur Name. | 
4+ This would be a great Miſtake ; and if it were 
otherwiſe, I would have long ago propoſed your coming 
over to the R man Church; bur becauſe I ſee no Virtue 
in this Charge, I never adviſed any body ro it: Bur 
this Counſe! I gave ro all my Friends, Thar they would 
labour as much as is poſſible for them to become true 
Chriſtians and the Children of God, and by this Way 
to enter into the Communion of Saints, being true Ca. 
tholicks. 8 
5. It is then that one is continually at the Lord's Ta. 
ble; ſince the Scripture ſays, that A good Conſcience 
is 4 continual Feaſt. But he can have no ſaving Feaſt in 
going to the Table with Sinners and Wordly ones; ſince 
the Scripture ſays, (4) Be not conformed to the World: 
And elſc where, (r) Do not eat nor drink with wicked Men. 
Thoſe Counſels of Chriſt are far better than rhoſe your 


(q) Rem. 12. 2. (r) 1 Cor. 5, 11. e 
5 e Frierd 
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Friend gives you, to go to the Lord's Table in the Com- 
munion of thoſe who are of the Roman Church, ſince this 
would be for your greater Condemnation, ſo long as 
your Soul is nor ſanctified; you would ſtill bear falſely 
the Name of Catholick, | 3 
6. Bur thoſe Jeſuits, and others engaged in that Com Z 
munion, would gladly draw all the World thither ; and 
they receive indifferently all ſorts of Sinners, how heinous 
ſoever they be, without making any Diſtinction of the 
Diſpofirion of Souls, or of the Neceflity or Profit of 
uſing rhar Sacrament. It is all one to them if they encreaſe 
the Number of their Societies. This is the Aim .and 
View of each Parry of Religion, having no Regard in 
this ro the Glory of God, and the Salvation of their 
Neighbour, but only to their own Glory and Intereſt; 
This the Apoſtle has declar'd, when he ſays, (s) And 


through Covetouſneſs ſhall they, with feigned Words, make 


Merchandiſe of you 5 ſpeaking ro the People of ſuch 
Guides, | 

7. My Children, you muſt not deliver up your Souls, 
nor let them be thus ſold by thoſe Traders in Souls, who 
will hazard Peoples Salyation for a little remporal Gain or 
Profit, that they make by it. Hear rather what Chriſt tells 
you of this Sacrament, (:) He who eats unworthily, eats 
and drinks his own Fudg ment. This is come from Truth 
xx ſe f, which cannot lie; who has alſo declared, that 
(u) It is the Spirit that quickeneth, and the Fleſh profiteth 
not hing: In the mean time, thoſe Gloſſers make the People 


believe, that to be quieken d they muſt ear this Fleſh, 


contrary to the very Words and Meaning of the Scrip- 
ture, which condemns all thoſe who approach unto it un- 
worthily. This confirms me in what God reveals unto 
me, That the World is condemn'd, when I ſee by the 
Effect, thar Men grow worſe according as they frequent 
this Sacrament. And yet they make them believe, that 
this very Sacrament will ſanctifie their Souls, by making 
them grow in Grace; as if that which makes them die 
made them to live ! So groſs is the Darkneſs in this Mat- 
ter through all Chriſtendom, chat the Guides impoſe 
upon the People, and make them embrace Lies for 
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62 le Confuſion of the 


Truth. Chrift ſays, That they are condemn'd who res 


this Sacrament unworthily. and that they receive their own 
Fudgment ; And thoſe Priefts give it out to all, without 
making any Difference, that thoſe Sacraments do give and 
avemen! the Grace of God. Is not this an Anti- 
chriſtian Doctrine, directly contrary to that of Jeſus 
Ch:iſt d | | 
91 know many blame me, that I go not to the Sup. 
per; and even ſome pions ones think, I would do bet. 
ter to frequent this Sacrament, pretend ing that I deſpiſe 
jr : Which is falſe, ſince by my Wrirings I counſel all 
thoſe to uſe this Sacrament, who are led by it unto the 
Love of God and the Knowledge cf themſelves, or to 
the Practice of true Virrve, Such are ob'iged to fre. 
quent this Sacrament as much as may be. But thoſe who 


find they grow worſe when they diligently frequent this. 


Sacrament, are obliged to abſtzin from it. As for me, I 


do nor find that I advance by this Sacrament, and I think 


the frequenting of it would be an Hindrance to my inv ard 
Recollection, firce it is the Will of God that I now 
worſhir Him in Spirit and in Truth. I have no more 
need of Means, having arrived at the Ecd, But it I had 
need of th's Mean to be crawn to rhe Love ct God, I 
would certainly make uſe of it; fince every one is obliged 
to ule the Means which lead him unto God, Bur ſeeing 
Paul, Anthony, H:ilarion, and ſo many other Hermits, are 
held for Saints in the Reman Church, ſhe cannot condemn 
me for not uſing any longer this Sacrament, having for- 
merly uſed it twice a Week. I am ncw poſſeſt of u hat 


is moſt perfect, cleaving ro the End inſtead of the Means, 


as thoſe Hermits did, who wrought great Miracles, ro 
make appear hat their Lives and Virtues were well- 
pleaſing uno God, | +2 

9. This oughr not to offend your Friend, whoſe Buſi- 
neſs is ro judge his wn Conſcience, and not ro meddle 
with yours or mine; and this ſo much the rather, if he 
believes that the H. Spirit governs me: He ſhould rather 
labour to be guided by him, than to ſeek to teach him, 
or to perſwade you to frequent the Sacraments after his 
Way; fince it would be better for him to abſtain from 


them, when he ſees that thoſe Means do not enable him 


ro part with his Sins by thoſe Sacraments of Confeſſing 
and Commu..icating. You did well not to go to meer 
I 5 1 mn a 9 „ 2 3 « . : * q him 
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earneſtiy to the Pr.nting of my Writinęs; but the Effect 
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him at Frederick#ade on any ſuch Deſign, He has in- I 
vited you to the Jeſuir's Houſe on purpoſe to draw you 1 
over to the Roman Church, as it is written, that the 'u) "2 
Phariſees compaſſed Sea and Land to make one Proſelyte, and 
when he was made, they made him twofold more the Child 
of Hell than themſelves : So he would make you worſe 
than you was before, if he ſhould draw you over to his 
Commanicn. This he does not our of Malice, fince he 
has a good Intention in what he aims at: But the greater 
Evil is oft-rimes done more thro' Ignorance than Malice, 1 
muſt ſay there is ſome hidden thing in his Soul that is | 
diſpleafing to God; for I was never enclined to converſe | 4 
with him, though he expreſs'd a Deſire of it at Am- 17 
ſterdam. . ; | 
10. Ir is no wonder that they have ſpread a Reporr, 
thar I was dead in Friez-/and, ſince the Devil is not to, 
blame that I am nor dead. He has employ'd all his Ef- 
forrs ; and it is a Miracle that I am yer alive, havin 
been ſeveral times at the Gates of Death. But God be 
thank'd, IH egin to recover, and to eat a little. If God 
judge me neceſſary for the Brethren, I will abive vet in 
this Valley of Tears; but if Jam no more neccfſiry, I 
will rejoice to die. 5 
11. I am pleaſed with your god Purpoſe of applying 


r 


PF oat, 


would be more pleafi.g ro me, and my J would be 
exrream to ſee all the Children united with the Mother 
in the Spirit of Feſys Chriſt, ro labour mutually to accom- 
pliſn the Holy W ill of God. Amen, 


Lutzbourg, Apr. 23. 
1678. | 
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LETTER XVII. 


Thoſe who ought to preach Jeſus Chriſt are Enemies ib 
the Imitation of Chriſt, and turn away Men from 
it, by the falſe Impreſſions they give unto their 
Mind. The Advantage of knowing the Truth. 


SIR 
rv] Received yours of the roth of Fuly, and the former 
likewiſe, of which you ſpeak in it, I perceive your 
People are Enemies of the Truth, and that you have 
none with whom you may diſcourſe of a true Chriſtian 
Life; and that even your Preachers deſpiſe the Lowli- 
neſs of Feſus Cbriſt and his State of a Servant, which 


you would embrace: Wherefore you have great Reaſon 


ro deſpiſe in your Heart their Ignorance and Eſtrangement 
from the Way of Salvaticn, in which none walks, bur 
he who doth imitate Feſus Chriſt as much as is poſſible 
ꝓ— | ES | | 
2. Theſe. Priefts and Scholars may gloſs and mock at 
this Practice as they will, but neither they, nor any other, 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven without following 
and imitating in Pactice the Life and Doctrine of Feſus 
Chriſt. It may be therefore ſaid of ſuch, that (a) They 
ſtut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt others, and do not 
enter into it themſelves. 5 

3. I with with you, that you may be deliver'd from 
this perverſe Generation: Bur into what Place can one 

o where he ſhall not meer with it, it being already mul- 

tiplied through al? There are a few of us here, who 
have diſcover'd their Deceit, and deſpiſe their Tricks; 
with whom you might refide, if there were among them 
more Conſtancy and Reſolution: But it is a Body not 
yet form'd, in which there are many Defects : So that 
they who are with me may rather be called Catechumens, 
than true Chriſtians ; and ir would be to flatter them, 


. (2) Matth. 23. ED 
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to make them believe, (as the deceiving Labadiſts do) 
That every one of them is guided by King Feſus; fince this 


would be falſe: On the contrary, I make them ſee 


daily whar Power the Devil has as yer over their Minds, 
and how far they are from a true Chriſtian Life, which 
they diſcover better than they know how to help; be- 
cauſe of the old Impreffions which thoſe Seducers of Souls 
have given them, who have placed the Mears of Salva- 
tion in affected Words and ſtudied Geſtures, and nor in 
Practice: Having alſo lulled Men aſleep in a faiſe Le- 


thargick Repoſe, reſting upon the Merirs of Chriſt ; 


fince theſe will never be applied ro any, but thoſe who in 
Life ſhall imirate him. Therefore God will ſay ar the laſt 
ee Behold the Man and his Works! And not, Be- 

old the Man and his fine Diſcourſes, or his fine and 
ſubtle Speculations or Arguments! Becauſe before God 
theſe things are prohibited Coin, which are of no Va- 
lue in the Kingdom of Eternity, however they amuſe 
Men in this World, ro make them die miſerable for 
ever. : >; 

4. And therefore bleſs God, Sir, who has awaken'd 
you out of the Sleep of this mortal Lethargy, which has 
brought ſo many Souls into Eternal Death. Reckon your 
ſelf more happy in that you can do ſervile Offices, chan if 
you govern'd Empires and Kingdoms ; as you write to 
me with good Reaſon, Thar you value more the Preſent 
I made you of the Second Part of Solid Virtue, than you 
would do many Tuns of Gold; fince indeed it is more 
valuable chan all Earthly Things: For it is Meat come 
from Heaven to nouriſh Souls, who hunger and thirſt 
after Righreouſneſs, They have reprinted ir tince that 
Time in Latin; I will rake care that you may have alſo 
the Treatiſes which ſhall be publiſhed hereafrer, You 
muſt not pay for them, ſince all cughr ro be com- 
mon among true Chriſtians, unto which State you 


aſpire. 


5. I have ſpoke to the Baron concerning“. He is well 
pleaſed to have him in his Houſe for ſome time, if you 
defire it: He may then converſe fam liar'y with us. 1 
would gladly receive him into our Lodging, if al; were 
well regulated and ſettled there; but being yer in Con- 
fuſion as to many Things, that young Hcart, 2 
. | 5 3 : MES rejthly 
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freſhly out ef the World, and from the Court, would 


rhaps be aftoniſh'd ro come to ſuch an Extream : For 
5 we have neither Man-Servant nor Maid-Servant. I 


do the Work of the Kitchin my ſeif, and all our Brethren 


ake their own Beds, and ſweep their Chambers, thus 
rei themſelves, that they may imitate Feſus Chriſt, 
| 1 (c) That he came not to be ſerved, but to 
| ſeroe. . | 
i 6. We muſt even of Neceſſity ſerve our ſelves, 
for we can find none that will ſerve us according 
to the. Will of God. I took in of late Three Holland 
Maids, thinking t, he freed by them from the Service 
of the Tabie, that I might be the better able to attend 
the imparting the Light char God gives me unto others; 
bur rboſe gave me much more Buſineſs and Diſtraction 
than Eaſe ; ſo that ] was forced to diſmiſs them all, chu- 
fing rather to ſerve and ſuffer with the Children of God, 
than to be ſerved by carnal and perverſe Sinners. As 
for Mr. *, he has had a long Fever, which has now left 
him; he reſides ar , and deſigns to return hither 
ſhortly to cloſe wich the ftrair Truth, forſaking his Er- 
rors, which now he abhors, I can ſay no more: The 


Poſt goes off. Adieu. 


T3 | ' | 
— Aug. 1 678. 7 . - , 
23 Antonia Bourignon. 
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LET FER XIE 


Of the Clergy-mens being Enemies to the Truth ; and 


their poyſoning of Souls, while they make the Imi- 
ration of Jeſus Chriſt to be a Thing above our 
Reach, and impute the Aimung at it to Raſhneſs 
and Preſumption. Holy Exhortations. 


8 TK 


i Wa I Was aſtoniſh'd to learn by yours of che gth of Sep- 
tember of this Year, that the Prieſts of your Re- 


ligion would not receive the Light of Truth, which God 
now ſends upon the Earth, but reject and deipiſe it as much 
as they can. Ir is lamentable, that thoſe who ought to 
embrace the Divine Light to follow it, and to periwade 
the People to follow it, do calumniate it, and perſecute 
the Truth which is of God, and will nor be ſatisfied 
with nor following ir themſeves, bur will needs hinder 
others allo, telling you, That it is a pity that ſo brave a 
Man as you ſhould let your Mind be infatuated with new 
Do&rines. This is indeed Matter of Regrer as to their 

oor Souls. For they are of thoſe wretched blind ones 


of whom Chriſt ſpeaks in the Goſpel, ſaying, (d) Becauſe 


you ſay, We ſee, therefore you are blind; but if you ſaw 
yeur Blindneſs, you would ſee clearly. 
2. For if their Eyes were open, they would ſee clearly 


that J bring no new Doctrine; fince it is the fame which 


Chriſt caSght 1678 Years ago, and not only from that 
Time, bur from the Creation of the World, To be 
ſaved one was always obliged ro love God, and ro die 
ro Self-love; and al: my Wrirings, and the Doctrine 
that God reaches me, have no other Aim, but to perſwade 


Men to return to the Love of God; at which alſo 


both the Law of Nature and the Law given by Moſes 
do aim. „ 

3. The Goſpel and my Writings are in Subſtance 
nothing elſe but the Abrid gement, yea, the perfection 
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of all thoſe Laws, which theſe Slanderers call by the 
Name of New Dodctrines, inſtead of perceiving that the 
Doctrine and Gloſſes which they boaſt of and profeſs, 
are Doctrines alrogerher new, invented by a Calvin, or 
ſome ſuch one, which have arilen but about 100 Years 

ago, or a little more, being broached by vicious Perſons, 
who by their Looſeneſs had falfified their Faith and Pro- 
miſe made to God and Men, inventing ſome new Do- 


ctrines where with to cloak their Luxury, and ſhake off 


that Yoke of Evangelical Perfection, which they had pro- 
miſed by Vows and Oaths publickly made unto God 
in the Preſence of Men. And to avoid the Confuſion 


they ought to ſuffer for their Sins and Infidelities, they 


cover'd their Filth with new Doctrines, diſguiſed with 
Piery and Religion; though in effect their Inventions 
have nothing in them that is religious or true. They are 
nothing but cunning Words for darkning Mens Minds, 
and making them believe a Lie. | 

4. For my part, I hold it to be a Doctrine of Devils 


what you write ro me thoſe Preachers do affirm, to wir, 


That they are preſumptuous and impious Perſons, who would 


believe and ſay, That by the Grace of God they can imitate 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and, That they give the People ſo great Idea's 
of the Divinity of Jeſus Chrift, that they would reckon it 


4 Sin to deſire ſo much as to think of imitating him, Thus 


they flatter Men in their Frailty, telling them, that they 
muſt not compare themſelves in any thing to Chriſt to imi- 
tate him. This is nothing bur falſe Paint wherewith ro 


colour their Sins, and ro have the Ear of the People: 


For without this Invention, that one cannot imitate 
Chriſt, and that ir is Humility for one ro knovy that he 


is tco frail for this Imitation, Men would nor have 


__ Quier. | 

5. And with whar Face could thoſe Reformers ap- 
pear before Men of Honour and Underſtanding, ro make 
them embrace their new Doctrines ? Since they mighr 
have reproached them for their Infide ity in falſify ing 
their Vows and Oaths made to God in the Face of rhe 
Church, to obſerve the Ge- Law, by living all their 
Life in perpetual Chaſtity, voluntary Poverty, and entire 


Obedience, which are the Vows and Promiles that all the 


Prieſts and Re igious of the Roman Church do make vo- 


luntarily, with an Oath, That none has induced or 
obliged 


obliged them to thoſe Vows, which are abſolutely vo- 


luntary, and not conſtrain d bur from the good Defire 
: they had at thar time to be the Diſciples of Feſas Chriſt, 


x But after that the Devil had prevail'd with them to 
8 break their Oarhs, and give looſe Reins to the Sentiments 
: of their corrupt Natures, they ſtudied Night and Day to 
% find our Gloſles, falſe Reaſons and Arguments, wherewirh 
"i to cover their Sins, that Men might not behold their 


fo Shame; even as Adam did, who ſought Leaves to cover 
| his Nakedneſs after his Sin. He durſt no more appear be- 


4 fore God, while he ſaw himſelf naked. Thus did theſe Re- 
"a formers after their Sins: They ſought the Leaves of frivo- 
y lous Reaſons and Arguments, which they threw abroad, that 
hb they might avoid Confuſion for their Abominations before 
5 Men ; endeavouring to lay open the Faults of others, 
« that they might cover their own : As if the Sins com- 
a mitted by others would leſſen theirs. Thus thoſe un- 
; happy Perſons have advanced ro worſe, and would now ' 
maintain, that the Virtue of imitating Feſus Chriſt is 


a Sin, to the End that none might exceed 'em in Virtue, 
and thereby give em {ome Confuſion, 
6. For if they taught, That we ought to imitate Feſus 
_ Chriſt, and that they, whilft they were in the World, did 
the quite contrary, they would condemn themſelves, and 
 fGnk the Credit of their Doctrine, which has ſent ſo many 
into Hell, ſeeing it is Anti-Chriſtian. For Chyjſt teaches 
us in many Places, (e) To do Penitence, to take up the 
Croſs, to follow and imitate him, that we may be his 
Diſciples ; to deny our ſelves, to follow the ſtrait Way, to 
take the laſt Place, to loſe our Life that we may find it ; 
with ſo many other Paſſages of Scripture which threaten 
Damnation to thoſe who do not imitate Feſus Chriſt ; ſo 
that one muſt cancel and raze our all rhe Scripture to 
mainrain this new and damnable Doctrine advanced by 
your Preachers, who place the Way of Salvation in the 
broad Way that leads ro Damnation, calling The ſtrgi: 


J y Lo. Fm. 2 £4 Wo ©, 
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N Way that leads to Salvation, the Sin of Imriety and Am- 
bition; and thus they overthrow the Doctrine of Chriff, 
. which is the only ſure Way and the only Door that gives 


Entry into the. Kingdom of Heaven. 


*** 


(e) Lake 13. 3, 3. Marth. 16. 24. Ibid. 7. 13. 
Luke 14. 16, Matth. 10. 39. | 
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7: exhort you therefore to perſevere in the excellent 
Practice of the Imitation of Chriſt, in denying your ſelf, 


refitting your old and evil Habits, as I hear with Joy 


you do, ſince yours ſhews me the Defire you have to live 
yet, that you may do fincere Penirence, for which we 
are ſent into this World, and not to ſeek our Conveni- 
encies here, and take our Pleaſures, as thoſe Calviniſts 
give you to underſtand by their dathnable D-Qtrines, from 
which I pray God preſerve you. Hold whar you bave. 
Thoſe who will needs periſh, ler them alune; God has 
created all Men free. He forces no body to be ſaved. 

8. The Reſolution you have taken nor to talk of, nor 
ſhew my Writings to any, is good; ſince Men now render 
themſelves unworthy of the Defigns that God has con- 
cerning them. I would greatly rejoice if I had begorten 
you unto Chriſt, as you tell me in yours; and I would 
die with Content, if I left one Heir of my Spirit. My 
Life is nothing bur a Courſe of Maladies. I know not if 
I ſhall live long now. It is all one to me whether I live 
or die in Chriſt. But I defire that you and others, who 
have diſcovered the Lighr of Truth by my W ritings, may 
cleave cloſely to it. They will never deceive you, ſince 
they are dictated by the Holy Spirit, who cannot err. 
There is nothing of mine in them, I am nothing bur his 
Organ by which he ſpeaks to others. Live and die in 


my Sentiments, as you ſay you are reſolved to do, and 


you ſhall live and die happy and contented even in this 
World. The being bodily diſtant is a ſmall matter. We 
ſhall be united in Body and Spirit in Eternity, if you per- 
ſevere in my Sentiments, which are not mine, but come 


immediately from God. This you ought to believe of 


ber who loves your Soul, 


ob. 28. 
1678. A. B. 
M. N. entreats you may not pur the Letrers you ſend 

me in a Cover to him, fince, like Nicodemus, he defires 

not that every one ſhould know of our Friendſhip, Hu- 
mane Weakneſs ! | 
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{ts . falſe Reſermations, and of the true, How few 7 
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* i L Perceived by yours of the 14th of February the Light | / fd 
be | chat God gives you touching the Degeneracy of Chri- 13 
71 Rendom, and the Confuſion there is in ir, by ſo many Di- * 
tn viſions, Sects, Churches, and different Opinions; whereas 605 
d all ought to be one in the Spirit of Chriſt, And I believe ö 
y all underſtanding Men do perceive, as you do, the Dege- ö 
if neracy of the Church of God, thar ſhe is become a ; 
e Whore and Adultereſs, falfifying the Faith ſhe owes to 1 
0 Chriſt, her lawful. Husband: For we do not ſee that 14 
7 the Church doth in any thing conform her ſelf in Pra- i. 
e Rice to his Doctrine. | j * 
r, 2. The only Good I obſerve is, that ſhe retains yet | 9 


is the Letter of the Goſpel, which preſerves the Memory 
of the Behaviour of Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and the Chri- 
ſtians of the Primitive Church. But I am afraid this 
8 Memory will ſerve Chriſtians now for their greater Con- 
2 demnation, while they form their Lives in a Way direct- 
hy ly contrary to the Life and Doctrine of Chriſt, which they 
R read in the Goſpel : So that they ought to look for greater 
7 Chaſtiſements, ſince it is written, chat (i) He who knew 
his Father's Will, and did it not, ſhall be beaten with many 
Stripes. a . | | 

4 Many have attempted, and do daily atrempt, to cure 
s I fo great Evils by Reformätions, and new Inſtitutions of 

Chriſtian Exerciſes; but they have ſucceeded ſo ill, chat 

| they have deformed the Church of God, inſtead of re- 
$ 


forming her, and have made her a grearer and more 
abominable Whore than ſhe was before, having planted 
in the Hearts of Chriſtians, Hatred, Contempt, Enmity, 
yea, Rage and Fury againſt one another, inſtead of rhe 
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Love, Meekneſs and Good-willt that Chriſt did fo parti- 
cularly recommend unto them, Which makes ſufficiently 
appear, as to all theſe Reformarions, that they have not 
come from God, but from the Devil and Mens corrupt 
Minds, who would glory over others; and having be- 
come zealous for fome Opinions which they thought good, 
and communicared them ro others, they were blindly 
received by many, who not diſcovering the Evils which 
thoſe Diviſions would produce, embraced Errors for 
Truths. This has brought forth ſo many divers 
_ of Religions and Breaches in the Church of 
4. For they who diſcover'd the Error that was in the 
Reformation of Luther, ſubmitted to thar of Calvin, in 
which alſo ſome diſcovering many Errors follow'd the 
Sentiments of Menno (or the Anabaptiſts,) in which per- 
ceiving themſelves likewiſe to be deceived, they embrac d 
the Sentiments of Arminius, And thus through a Reft- 
leſneſs of Spirit, they have leap'd from one Religion to 
another, and that inſatiably; ſince we ſee yet new 
—4 and Sentiments ariſing, and contradicting one ano- 
ther. ; | | 

5. The Reaſon of this is, that the Souls of Men can 
find no Reſt bur in the Truth of God, and that theſe 
Reformations have not followed this Truth; bur out of 
their own Brains (corrupted by Sin) they have forged 
humane Truths, which have nothing bur an outward 
'Shew, withour any Reality of the Truth of God. And 
this Evil has encreaſed in Chriſtendom to this very Day, 
when we yer hear in divers Places of the ftarting up of 
ſome new Sects, each of which is counted the beſt by 
its Followers, though all of them in general, and every 
one of them in particular, avail nothing; fince they are 
all bur Inventions of Men, of whom the Scripture ſays, 
(&) That all are Liars; and that there is nothing more 
deceitful than the Heart of Man (1). | 

6. None of thoſe have underſtood, that to make a R- 
Formation we muſt rake up cloſely with the firſt Inſtitu- 
tion of the Thing that we would reform, and not at all 
ſtray from its Rules and Conſtitutions: For to do other- 
wile is to make a new Inſtitution, and not a Reforma- 
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tion of a Thing already made and eftabliſh'd. Now 
the true Church of God was inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt 
perſonally, when he cloath'd himſelf with our Mortality. 

hen ir was that he eſpouſed our Souls by a perpetual 
Alliance, having united himſelf to our Corruption, that 
he might bring us back again unto the right Way of 
Salvation, from which we had wander'd. He took ug 
by the Hand, ſaying, (m) I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. (n) I am the Door; whoſo entreth by me ſhall be ſav d. 
His Diſciples, and the firſt Chriſtians follow'd him in his 
Paths, and entred in by that ſtrait Gate which he rafghr 
them, deſpiſing the Pleaſures, Honours and Riches of 
this World. But now they who are called Chritians 
eſteem all theſe things, and count themſelves happy in 
poſſeſſing them, deſpifing the Lowlineſs and Poverty of 
Chrift their Captain, who walk'd before them to give em 
an Example. They follow their fleſhly Appetites, inſtead 
of denying them, as Chriſt reaches, though the Scrip- 
ture ſaich, that (o) Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the Ring- 
dom of Heaven. 

7. Theſe Reformers or Inftituters of new Religions 
do not underſtand this Language, and will not return to 
themſelves, but they found their Reformations upon ſome 
School-Opinions, which conſiſt in their imaginary Specus 
larions, where are begotten divers Sentiments, which 
they often call Articles of Faith, though they are only 
the fantaſtical Thoughts of their corrupted Imaginations. 

8. For I know not ſo much as one Party of Religion 
that exerciſerh it ſelf in rhe Mortification of Self-love, 
nor in the Imitation of Chriſt. Each one ſeek themſelvea, 
their own Glory, and their own Intereſt, and that even 
among the moſt Reform'd by Name, and rhe moſt Spi- 
ritual as to Words: Yea, there are ſome of thoſe laſt 
Sectaries, who ſay, Thar carnal Acquainrance between 
Perſons of different Sexes is nothing bur Chriſtian Inti- 
macy and Friendſhip. They are, as the Scripture tells of 
thoſe of the laſt Times, ( p) That they ſhall be as in the 
Days of Noah, they ate, and drank, and married, until the 
Flood came and deſtroy'd them all. And theſe are the molt 
eunning Sectarians, who abandon the World, and have 
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all in common, and ſay, They are ſent to reſtore Iſrael, | 
expecting here the Kingdom of Chrift. | 
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9. So that I cannot ſee how the Church of God can 


be re-eſtabliſh'd by Means of the Reformations of 
Men; becaule I perceive they are all Earthly, and wed. 


ded to the good Things of this wrerched Life. To begin 


tbis Conference of good Chriſtians, of which you ſpeak, we 


muſt find our ſincere Perſons entirely abandon'd to the 
Will of God, who would in all things deny themſelves, 
that they might be govern d by the Spirit of Chriſt, in 


following the Doctrine of the Goſpel ; ſeeing without 


thfis ſuch a Conference of good Chriſtians would be only 
a new Sect, like the reſt, who did all take their Begin- 


ning under the Cover of living as true Chriſtians, and | 


according to the Goſpel, though in effect no ſuch thing 


. follow'd, ſince the beſt of them have nothing of the 


true Chriſtian, but many things in their Deportment that 
are truly Anti- Chriſtian. 3 | 

10. Wherefore I can give you no Advice as to your 
Propoſal, of Eſtabliſhing a Conference of real Chriſtians ; 
becauſe I know none ſuch. I know many well diſposd 


People, ſcatter d up and down in divers Places and Par- 


ties; bur I know not one who will effectually deny 
himſelf, that he may follow Feſus Chriſt, They have in- 
deed a Deſire of doing ſo, but they fall:exrreamly ſhort 
in the Practice. I hope God will dilpoſe Hearts, who 
ſhall be united in his Spirit; and then they ſhall confer 
Heart ro Hearr. In the mean rime, I wiſh you may 
have the Curioſity to read all my Writings, which will 


give you more Clearneſs than my particular Letter can 


do, and open your Underſtanding to diſcover Things 
which you never heard of before, yea, which have not 
entred into the Heart of Man. I pray God this Reading 


may make the true Lore of God to ſpring up in your 


Soul. In this With I remain, 


S I R,- 


I utzbourg, March, 6. | 2 
1679. Tour moſt Humble Servant, 


A. B. 
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The Difficulties which ſeem to be in the Works of God 
occaſion greater Light and Ediſicatian; and Mer 
ought not to medale with mending or correcting them, 
or interpreting them in an humane Way, | 


My Children, 


Fo 1 Have not as yet ſeen the Explication that * has 
given upon what I ſaid of the Bapriſm of Children: 


Bur 1 know in general, that God willeth not that Men 


correct his Faults, when they imagine that he has done 


any. For it happen'd one Day (when I was at Mechlin) 
that Monſr? Noels, a great Divine, was ſorry that I had 
written ſomerhing, which ſeem'd contrary to the Senti- 
ments of St. Auguſtin; that rhis would offend the Well- 


meaning, who build upon this holy Man. He intended 


alſo ro correct the Orthography of my Writings ; both 


which I recommended unto God, who ſaid unto me; It does 


not become Men to correct the Works of God; at which 
Mr. Noels was affrighted, and ſaid unto me, I will never 
pretend any more to correct any thing, not even the Ortho- 
graphy. For I know by my own Experience, that thoſe 
Faults and the Simplicity of your Stile, has brought forth 
great Fruit in my Soul when I copied them out ; For I found 
clearly that there was mo humane Study there; and 


that the Holy Spirit himſelf muſt have dictated your Wi- 
„„ 


2. Wherefore I would have them very cautious in ex- 


plaining or correcting my Sentiments, ſince it is the Will 


of God that every one know that this perfect Doctrine 


| proces not from Learned Perſons or Scholars; and 


ave often ſeen by Experience, that the Faults which in 
Mens Opinion I have committed in my Writings, have 
occafion'd a further Diſcovery and Illuſtration from the 
ſame Maſter who dictated them; he raking occaſion 
thereby to make me enlarge the more on what was 


doubtful. I 


A 
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3. I believe ir is for rhe ſame Reaſon that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſays, (r) It muſt needs be that Offences come, but woe to 
bim by whom the Offence cometh. This Woe may happen 
to El. and ſuch as he, who would have all things con- 
formable to their Senriments, that they may approve em. 


This the other Parties of Religion would have likewiſe, 


and they reject as Evil all the Sentiments which are con- 
trary to theirs; which ſhews their Partiality, Self- love and 
Jealouſie of others. | f 
4. For inſtead of defiring to be clear'd as ro the 
Dolbes they meet with in my Writings, that they may 
be inform'd of the Truth, they condemn them blindly, 
and will needs have to paſs for Hereſies, the greateſt and 
moſt hidden Myfteries of God, which he would nor 
reveal till the laſt Times, in which we live at preſent : 
As to which every one cannot be farisfied z for one con- 
 denins that which another doth greatly approve : As 
the Mennonsſts own, that Children oughr nor ro be bap- 
tizd in their Infancy ; and rhe Reformed hold this A 
Herefie. Is it not better ro deſpiſe all rhoſe Sentiments 
which Men have contrary to one another, and to cleave 
to that which the Holy Spirit dictates concerning them 
in our Days; ſeeing thoſe who have Doubts abour them 
may freely write them ro me, and make appear the Ig- 
norance of their Opinions, and become wile by my An- 
ſwers 2 You know The Teſt:mony of the Truth had its 
Riſe from Contradictions rhat were written ro me, and 
ſo allo the Touch-ſtone, and the Warning againſt the Qua- 
kers. How many excellent Truths 3 thereby come 
to Light, which had never appear d? And who knows 
if it is not the Will of God that I explain my ſelf further 
about the Baptiſm of Children, that I may farther diſ- 
cover the Abuſe of ir ? | 1 8 
J. Therefore it would be better always to let things 
e as they are firſt dictated; ſince it is written, (s) That 
ge who ſecks to pleaſe Men is not the Servant of Chriſt, 
And ſo much the rather that I have often ſeen, that the 
things which gave them moſt Offence, were thoſe which 
did moſt edifie them, after they were once well under- 
ſtood. A Man muſt not, after Uzzah's: Way, ſeek to 
uphold the Ark for fear it fall; ſince it is written, 
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nothing but Enmity among Chriſtians; whereas Chriſt 1 
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t) That he who hopes in the Lord ſhall never be c 
1 all thoſe learned and partial — riſe up 3 
the Lord hath promiſed, that He will give me his Grace 
by which I ſhall eaſily overcome them at. : Thoſe falſe 
Prophets who go into England, will quickly come to no. 
thing of rhemſelves, ſince they are founded only upon 
che Sand, and not upon the Truth of Gd... | 


„ ä 


"_ . 2 4 — — TI „ 00"-1".oh, «6 I. ©; - * = 


LETTER XXII. 


That it is not fit to change from one T- on to another, 


all being void of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt ; but 
that 4 Man ought to cleave unto the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel, and become a true Chriſtian, ſerving 2 
God in Spirit and in Truth. 4 


SI K, s 
I. I Rejoice to find ſtill by your Letters, that God does 

more abundantly communicate unto you his Grace A 
by the means of my Writings. I beg he may be pleaſed 1 
to continue to do ſo while you live. As to the Change | 
of Religion, I find it no ways convenient, and I regrer 


with all my Heart that any Reformers ſhould have ariſen | 
to ſeduce many ; fince all thoſe Changes have produced > 


commands us to love one another, whereby it may be 
known that we are his Diſciples. | 
2. Therefore I do nor at all adviſe you to follow your | 
new Refidenr in his Religion; bur chuſe rather to reform * 
your Soul, than to change your Religion; ſince no Reli- 
gion can ſave you: That we may obtain Salvation, rhe 
Love of God muſt dwell in our Souls: All things elſe arg 
only Means to attain to this Love, | 
* — — — — — X 3 
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3. You muſt not therefore cleave to them as to the 


: End. If you find more Love in changing your Religion, __ 
; and embracing the Reſident's, you will be obliged to do — 
= ſo, But I believe this would bring no Perfection to your CS 
f Soul; fince the Spirit of God is now baniſh'd from all 


Sorts of Religions, aid is no longer to be found, bur in 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel, which all Chriſtians ought to 3 
put in Practice, without regarding what Name they bear, 
Whether that of Romanzſts, Calviniſts, Lutherans, or any | 
other Sectary, It is enough that one is a true Chriſtian, aA 
under what Denomination ſoever he goes. | 25 
4. Wherefore I am far from deſiring one to change 
his Religion, knowing that Inconſtancy comes from the 
Devil. I adviſe you- therefore ro continue in your Re. 
ligion, remaining a Calviniſt in Name, bur a Chriſtian in 
Heart. 1 know there is much more of outward Piety in the 
Papacy, than among the other Parties of Religion ; bur 
theſe holy Things are abuſed : And as God himſelf, tho 
he cauſed the Brazen-Serpent to be made to cure the 
Stinging of the Serpents, yet order d to break the ſame 
Vvbhen the People made an ill Uſe of it; ſo God will now 
DE 2 in Spirit and in Truth, ſince they have 


abuſed all ſacred Things. This you may believe from her, 
— : - - 
. SIX. 
Lutzbourg in 4 5 | 5 
Frieʒeland, Febr. 5. Your moſt Humble Servant, 
—_—=: - 
Antonia Bourignon. 
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Drawn up by the AUTHOR Her ſelf. 


PART I. 


AHA. I. That God Created Man altogether free, 
ro delighr himſelf in him, Thar in his compleat 
Perfection, he will be above the Angels. Thar 
God is All, and that Man is Nothing. Thar he 
never fails ro beſtow his Graces to ſave all Men, pro- 
vided they co-operate therewith. That the Free. 
will of Children remains in the Power of their Parents, 
until they have artained to the Free Uſe of — 
Ion. ; | dg. 1 
Chap. II. Of Grace; (of its Univerſality, Efficacy, Fre. 
vention, Concourſe, Reſiſtance, Co-operation of the Li- 
berty, Sc.) Of Sin, and of the Love of God. Pag. 19 
Chap III. Thar we commit Adultery, when we place 


' our Affections on any other thing than God, who on'y 


is worthy of our Loye, The Marks to know if we 
SH Lore 
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ii The CONTENTS. 
Love Him truly. That all Beautiful and Good Things 
are created for the Elect. Of Modefty of Apparrel 
and true Simplicity of Heart. That Sin and Virtue are 
no other thing but Love. That to ſpeak humbly of 
one's Self is often Pride. That Study and Humane 
Learning have quenched the Holy Spirit, who is all 
ſimple, as the Apoſtles and their Diſciples were. That 
there is great variery in Doctrine now a- days. That all 

-rhe Fraternities and the Virgin cannot fave us, without 
keeping rhe Commandments of God. Pag. 33 

Chap, IV. That the Law of God is neglected thro' the 
Traditions of Men. Thar they teach the People Tri. 
fles inſtead of the Doctrine of Feſus Ckriſt ; ſuch as 
Predeſtination, and the immaculate Conception of the 
Virgin. That Vows are for the Imperfect, Love be- 
ing a Law to it ſelf. Thar the Sermons of ſome do 
ſerve rather to excuſe Sinners, than to bring them to 

Repentance and Amendment of their Lives. That they 
are like rhe Chimes of Clocks, ſounding differently. 
Thar they give Poiſon inſtead of Nouriſhment to Souls. 


That the Ornaments, of Churches do hinder inward 


Recollection; ſo doth Muſick. That the Devil is ſome- 
rimes more honoured in Churches than God ; ſo like- 
wiſe by Pilgrimages and the Images of the Virgin. 
That the Enemy of our Souls having now poſſelsd 
himſelf of thoſe holy Things, there is no more Fruir 
to be ſeen of Prayers, Proceſſions, Solemnities, 
and Indulgences. All is done by Rote, and without 
true Piety. ieee 1 Pag. 30 
Chap. V. Of Attrition, which they ſay is ſufficient for 
obtaining Forgiveneſs of Sin. Of other Maxims which 
are contrary to the Doctrine of Feſus Chriſt (corrupted 
by the Preachers, Religious, and Caſuiſts.) Pag. 61 
Chap. VL Of the Antichriſtian Moralities and Doctrines 
by which Chriſtians are now deceived. That all Sins 
are excuſed, and have their Names changed. That 
People know not any longer where to find the Truth. 
That they ſay tis impoſiible to Love God. Pag. 74, 
Chip. VII. That it is not impoſſible ro keep the Com- 
mand ments of God. That there are no true Chriſtians, 
That his Words will never Change. That we are as 
in the Times of Noah. That God is not Honoured 
wig our Solemnities, and with the fine Ornaments 
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of Churches. Whether the Church be in Splendour d 
- Thar the Religious are not true Chriſtians : That they 


deceive the World, and reſemble the Phariſees, Why 


People enter into Cloyſters. Thar their Lives are con- 


trary to thoſe of the Primitive Church, and of their 


Founders. Thar outward Exerciſes do avail little. 


Thar nothing is now held for Sin, but the declaring 
Truth concerning Evil. 5 Pag. 97 


Chap. VIII. Of rhe Evil Doctrines which are taught 


in Catechiſms inſtead of God's Law. The Duties and 


Qualificarions of Paſtors. Of the Gloſſes and Expli- 
cations of the Law of God. That our Life is contra- 


ry to the Doctrine of the Goſpel. That the Heathens 


will rife up in Judgment againſt us: That the Wiſdom 


of Men is oppoſite to the Holy Spirit. That they 


live in a Preſumption of their Salvation, and in the o- 
ther Sins againſt the Holy Ghoſt. That the Darkneſs 
is univerſal thro' all the World, which deceives all 


Men, making them die without Repentance. Pag. 99 


Chap. IX. An Enquiry for diſcovering whether there 
are yet any true Chriſtians upon Earth, by diverſe Paſ- 


ſages of the Goſpel, and the Contrariety thereunto that 


is to be ſeen in our Lives. That the Doctrine of 
Feſus Chriſt cannot change. That our Life ought to be 
like unto thoſe of the Primitive Church. Thar we 
are deceived and deceive others in the Matrers of our 
Salvation. 88 Pag. 112 
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PART IL: 


CHAP. I. Of the Deceit of thoſe who call themſelves 
\ Saints. Of the Diſcerning betwixt true and falſe 
Prophets. Thar to Diſcern the Spirit of God, there is 

no need of outward Signs and Miracles, but a living 


Faith. If a Soul have the Holy Spirit, it will certain- 


Iy poſſeſs the Twelve Fruits, the Seven Gifts, and the 


Eight Beatitudes which Jeſus Chriſt has taught; and 


if ſo, we muſt believe and follow ſuch, or run the 
Hazard of being forſaken by Gd. ag. 1 
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Chap. II. A continuation of the Diſcerning of Spirits, 


with the Marks of the true Spirit of God, which con- 
ſiſt in the Poſſeſſion of the Gifts and Fruits of the Ho. 
ly Spirit, and of the Eight Beatitudes; and that one 
muſt have a ſingle Eye to diſcern it, as a little Child 
which would enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
And of the Qualities of this Child. Pag. 14 
Chap. III. A Proſecution of becoming a Child of God. 
Of che Qualities of ſuch, as they correſpond to thoſe 


of a natural Child. That we all do belong to God: 


What a Folly it is to follow our own Deſires and 
Will. An Exhortation to reſign our Selves to God, 
and to be Converted as St. Paul, asking, Lord what 
wilt thou have me to doo) Pag. 25 
Chap. IV. Of Man's Folly in nor reſigning himſelf to be 
govern'd by God. That he loſes himſelf by deſiring 
to be his own Maſter. Thar we are impotent, unable 
to give any thing to our Selves. That there is not 
ſo much as one good Thought, bur what comes from 
God. Thar the Riches, the Nobility, and the Honours 
of the World, are vain things: For all Men are no- 
hing but a Burden: And that all our Pleaſures of the 
Five Senſes are of ſhort Conrinuance, and dangerous 


for Salvation. Pag. 36 


Chap. V. Tharx we oughr ro have no Curiofity, Plealures, 


or Deſires bur for our Salvation. Thar all other thingy 
are Loſs of Time and Vanity. That the Pleaſures of 
the World are grievous, troubleſome, and cannor fill 
the Soul, nor give it true Contentment. That we 
- muſt part with all at Death, where the Rich carries no 
more away than the Poor. Thar we are Prodigal 
Children, ſpending to ill purpoſe the Graces which 
God gives us for cur Salvation. Thar one Sin draws 
on another. That we have this Life only for working 
our our Salvation. Time loſt will return no more, 


Chap. VI. That we ought to deſpiſe this Life, het we 
may aſpire after that which is Eternal, That we err 
in following our own Defires, in chuſing any State 

under good Pretences, (Of Alms. ) Nothing will be 

for rhe Glory of God but what we do in Conſequence 


1 of his Government. Of Marriage. Of Celibacy, and 
all other forts of Conditions, That nothipg will gen. 
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rits. der us Perfect, but to know the Will of God and to 
ing fulfil ir. That tis nor lawful to uſe the Goods of 3 
Ho. the Church as they are uſed, That God will require 4 
ns an Account of them. That the Religious are ver þ 
bild far from the Spirit of their Founders, That they Sin | 
er in receiving Alms, as thoſe alſo do who give them; ö 
A 4 it being the Cauſe of their loſing the Spirit of God. 1 
3 3 Pag. 6 [2 
5 Chap VII. Of the divers States which good Men 5 <3 | T 
4 believing thar they pleaſe God. That none of them #1 
and is neceſſary to Salvation; and that we may be ſaved #1 
* in all ſorts of States. That neither Virtue nor Sin | 
has are Material things, bur Spiritnal and Inviſible, Thar 
4 Men do deceive us, and we deceive our Selves, when 
— we believe that Devotion conſiſts in going ro Church 
0 and in 9 often; tho thereby we do not 
ple become more Perfect. ä Pag. 72 
5 Chap. VIII. Of Vocal Prayer. Of Devotions. Of go- 
5 ing ro Church, ro Maſs, ro Sermons, Proceſſions; N 
wes and of honouring the Relicks or Images of Saints. 7 
a8 Thar all theſe are nething but means to elevate our 4 
* Hearts to God, and to live as good Chriſtians: But 0 
7 that we ought not to fix upon them as on the End; 1 
6 becauſe we may perform all ſorts of outward Devo- 1 
- tions without being truly devour: For true Devotion 
| oF conſiſts in the Heart, and the Aﬀections of - Soul. 
13 7 3 
. Chap. IX. That our Righteouſneſs will be „ 
5 becauſe it is not ſuch in the Eyes of God as in our d 
3 own; and that it makes us live in Preſumption, and 
4 die without Repentance. That the Guides who train 1 | 
% us up in it, are falſe Prophets, who lead us ſoftly to ö 
_ Hell in a Chariot, in following our Senſualities and 
Self- love. Thar all our ourward Actions are bur the 
'S Evidences of the Affection of our Heart. Thar theſe N 
185 Actions do not conſtitute the Eſſence either of Virtue 4 
7 or Sin, but reftifie only what our Heart does: For | 
ba we may commit all ſorts of Sins without evil out- '> 
- ward Actions: For All thar is ebil, proceeds only F 
$1 from the Heart. | Page 93 
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HAP. I. Of Sins hid and concealed from Men; ot 
＋That thoſe who are called Devout or Religious, d: 
are inwardly ſtuffed with all manner of Sins, and yet e- a 
ſteem themſelves Righreous, becauſe they do not com. in 
mit Sins which are perceived outwardly in groſs evil te 
Actions : Nevertheleſs they carry ſometimes in their f 
Souls the Six Sins againſt the Holy Ghoſt, which ſhall * 
not be pardoned neither in this World, nor in the 1 
Other, becauſe they die without Repentance, and Cha 
do not know what true Repentance is. That * 
God Damns no Man. Thar he receives the Penitent ſt 
Sinner, as the Father did his Prodigal Son. Pag. i tl 
Chap. II. Thar true Penitence comes from the Heart. P 
That our Souls are defiled with the Seven mortal Sins, ſc 
while we think our Salvation ſure. The Marks and tl 
real Evidences of theſe Seven Sins. That we are not e 
in any thing the Diſciples of Chriſt. That there A 
is no more ſincerity among Men, That they are all O 
masked. Thar thinking to deceive God, they deceive v 
themſelves, affirming that they ſerve God and do all 2 
for his Glory. That they cover all their Sins with It 
Humane Reaſons, and fall from rhe Seven Mortal Sins t 
into thoſe againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Pag. 13 [EE 
Chap. III. Thar Sins are Spiritual, not Material. That 1 
the Sins againſt the Holy Ghoſt can never be pardon- Ch: 
ed, becauſe we continue obſtinare in them. Thar the b 
apparently Devour are more ſubject ro them than o- 1 
thers. Thar the Soul lies faſt aſleep in theſe Sins, and t 
goes to Hell in a profound ſecurity; whereas others | 
walk only in their Sins, falling and rifing again. Theſe L 
Sins againſt rhe Holy Ghoſt are not well known nor c 
perceived: Therefore they are ſo muchthe more dan- ' 
gerous. That our Life is like to that of the Rich ] 
Glutton. That in order to be Saved, we muft deny our ; 
Seh es, and give up our Will ro that of God, Pag. 23 
Chap. IV. Thar from the Beginning of the World. God 
required Man to love him; and all the Laws which he 


has given in all Ages, are nothing but means co _ 
| an 
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Rr 
and teſtifie this Love. That Adam committed but 
one Sin, of which he was aſhamed ; whereas we com- 
mit ſo great a Number without Confuſion. That Laws 


are given us to diſcover our Sins. That all the Laws, | j 
the Prophets, and the Holy Scriptures, reach us no 4 
en. other thing bur thar we muſt have an entire depen- I 
us, dance upon God. Thar all the Works and the Do- * 
e- ctrine of Feſus Chriſt aim at nothing but this. That ; 
m- in order to Save us, he had no need to become poor, 3 
vil to ſuffer, or to die: That he has done all this only to ? 
eir give us an Example, and to ſhew us by what means '4 
all we muſt reſign our ſelves to the Divine Conduct, and +1 
he remove all the Hindrances of ir, Pag. 34 $1 
ad Chap. V. That we ought to reſign our Selves to the Di- 
at vine Conduct. That the Sins againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
nt ſhall never be forgiven, becauſe we will not embrace 
1 the Means that are neceſſary in order to obtain the 
t. Pardon of them. That Men imagine theſe Sins to be 
Ss, ſome baſe and abominable rhing, of which very few 
d think themſelves Guilty; whereas they who are eſteem- 
or il ed good Men are guiiry of them. That all our outward 
re Actions are only the Evidences of Sin, not the Eſſence 
II of it. That God makes no reckoning of theſe, bur 
e we may try our Interiour by them. That Cain was 
Il accurſed for his Sacrifices. Thar we lie in ſaying we 
h love God, Thar the Demand, which St Peter made 
S to Chriſt, How oft he ſheu!d forgive his Brother his Of- 
3 Fences? is very ill applyed ts Sacramental e 
. | | ag. 44 
- Chap. VI. That the Prieſts make void the Law of God ] 
© by their Traditions. Thar it is an evil Doctrine to | * 
W Teach that in order ro ſerve God well, one muſt of- 1 
d ten go to Confeſſion, That all the World is ſeduced | I 
8 by Novelties; for they are at greater Pains to teach N 
e Men to confeſs, than to love God and their Neighbour, 1 
r or to forſake their Sins, They think ro amuſe God 4 
— with fair Words, as they do Men. That they who 
1 have not the Doctrine of C/rift are not true Chriſtians, 
. tho* they ſay they are in God's Place, who alone can 
; forgive Sins. Thar ſo many different Doctrines can- 
{ not proceed from the Holy Spirit, bur from the Spirit 
: of Error. That tis at preſent that falſe Chriſts and 
| falſe Prophers are riſen and do ſeduce many, rech 52 
| | -bap. 


Chap. VII. That there never were ſo many Religious in 
the World, and. fo little Religion. That We cannot 
be engaged to God and to the Earth, becauſe they are 
Objects too remote from one another. That they 
who are in Gods ſtead govern themſelves according 
to their own Laws, and not the Law of God nor the 


Doctrine of Chriſt. That they deceive the World in 


making them believe chat their Sins are pardoned as 
often as they receive Abſolution. That to confeſs, and 
immediately ro Sin again is to {port with God, as one 
would do with a Fool, That Confeſſors draw more 
to themſelves than they lead ro God. Thar the Abo- 
- mination of Deſolation is in the Sanctuary. Thar the 
Evil is without Remedy, becaule the Salr is corrupted, 
We cannot look any more for Reformation, fince Men 
will needs be eſteemed as Gods, and have more ſub- 
miſſion paid ro them than ro God Himſelf, That they 
who ſuffer themſelves ro be governed by them, do 
N endanger their Salvation. That tis a Chear 
to ſay that Men relapſe ſo often into Sins thro frailty. 
That he who fancies he ſhall be ſaved by frequent 
Confeſſions, preſumes of his Salvation without good 


Works, and commits a. Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


which ſhall not be forgiven in this World, nor in the 
other. -.: + 7 Paſs 65 
Chap, VIII. That the Grace of God is not attained by 
the Sacraments, unleſs Souls be diſpoſed for it; for 
Men are full of Sin, tho they frequent the Sacraments 
ſo often. That it is ill Reaſoning to ſay, that we muſt 
Confeſs often in order to ſerve God arighr. That 
Confeſſion ſtill ſuppoſes Sin; therefore frequent Con- 
feſſion excites to ſin frequently. That one ought 
not to confeſs the Sins which he will nor amend, tince 


Confeſſion is void without Amendment. Thar Confe(- 


ſion is ordained only for converted Sinners, but not for 
thoſe who continue to Sin. That many holy Hermites 
lived and died without the Sacraments. That ſome 
Saints have uſed them thro' Scruples or Temptations. 
Thar no Confeſſions are good but rhele that imprint 
in us the hatred of Sin, Thar our continuing in our 
Faults and Sins, muſt not be attributed to Frailty, but 
merely to our Wickedneſs. That God gives us always 
encugh cf Grace to amend, if we were faithful ro — 
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Devil has bewitched the Minds of all Men, that they 
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Doctrine of Chriſti That his Doctrine is his Fleſh 
and Blood. Thar may Sainte mer Confeſſed nor 
Communicared, and ” vr eat Miracles, That 


Men ofteri frequent ths Sci fof cheir owtiſaris- 
faction, or by the Perſwafſion « 22 That it were 
better, with the Publican, for one to ſmite on his Breaſt; 


than ſo often to approach That the Para.” 
ble of the Maſter who planted rh Vine ard, is meant 
of the Children of God þ 4 the. Priefts are the 
| Labourers god Kiusband mi! Thar they have abuſed | 
ir: Thar Cock has ſent from time to time Prophets, 
and 2 to teceive this Fruits thereof ; 4 
they e n ee _ nor ip Neg. 4 
; Vi S0 om they” hanged upon 4 Cros. 
a That Jeſig ot N Man, to teach us in a pal- 
pable manner,” whar we ought to do and to avoid. 5 | 
© this is the Laſt Mercy of God. That after him, he 
i wilt ſend none to teach any other thing but this 
_ trine of ch; for we are fallen in the laſt Times; 
God has done for Man all that could be done, 


hat his Goodneſs cannot be extended farther, or 
e 8 &bea Power above that of God. That his 
be Love fowards* us is exceſſive, That he has tiever 
r fail d to make known, his Will unro his Friends by 
s | Himſelf or by others, Thar his Chaſtiſements and 
0 his Favours, are only nd: ro draw us ro * de- 
. 5 ro ſave us. „ 5 Fag. " 
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ET r. I. The Builders of Bahel cannot endure 
that their Companions leave the Work. Under a * 
5 Pretext of Reformation, they will needs eſta- ft 
bliſh and ſupport Babel by the moſt pernicious Er- TY 
rors. l | 25 | Pag. 3 Let 
Lett. II. The Builders of Babe! cannot bear with thoſe L 
who build Feruſalem: And they accuſe them of the fl 
Evils of which they themſelves are Guilty, as of Di- Let 
viſions and Troubles. They blame them for omitting 1 
the Uſe ofourward Ceremonies, while they themſelves if 
neglect the Eſſence of Chriftianiry, the Virtues and i 
Commands of Feſus Chriſt, Each of them would draw i 
all others to themſelves, and bind their Conſciences, | Let 
that they might lord it over the whole World, as did e 
the Powers of the old Babel, Pag. 3 |. 
Lett. III. They who ſer up for the Reſtorers of Hael, Let 
are Builders of Babel, and are led by the Spirit of An- | 
ich ik. 85 * Pag. 11 1 
Lett. IV. To 4 Prieſt of the Oratroy: Of her Enemies Ler 
ſeeking to examine her Books, x Pagy 2 + 
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Lett. V. To che ſame, The Priefts and they who' fl. 
her, being troubled for her diſcovering Is ner 

tions of Babel, endeavour to accuſe her falſly, and ro 
catch her in her Words. : ag. 12 
Lett. VI. Io Dr. Swammerdam, whom a Friend of his, a 
new Roman Proſelyte and Prieſt, was deſirous (after 
the manner of the Builders of Babel) to draw over to 
his Party; as if Holineſs and Salvation were confined ' 
to it. If one ought ro go over to the Roman Church? 
Of Penitence: 5 = Pag. 18 
Lett. VII. The Builders of Babel, Enemies of Truth and 
Virrue, do each. of em found the Building of their Sect 
upon Errors, which hinder Salvation. This was written 
upon occaſion of the Calumnious and Infamous Wri- 
tingsof Burehardus, 2 Lutheran Prieſt at Sleſwick, Pa g. 23 
Lett. VIII. A ſhort Advertiſement to Men of Quality 
and Learning, with reſpect to the Touch. ſtone in High 
Dutch ; which is an Apologetieal Book oppoſed ro a 
Calumnious Libel of a Builder of Babel, againſt the Di- 
vine ru % Pag. by 
Againſt a Clergy-Man's wreſting the Words 


Lerr, IX. 
of Chriſt; that one muſt forſals all to be his, Diſciple. 
What ir is for one to take up his Croſs. Pag. ar 
Lett. X. When God cauſes the Truth to be publiſhed, 
which he communicares to an Holy Soul, rhe Devit 

| ſtirs up corrupt Men to counterfeit the Works 1 God. 

N 31 Of | | ag. 36 
Lett. XI. The Church ſhall not be re-eſtabliſhed oy rhe 
Learned, who are in the Confuſion of Babel. The 
ſlavery of Corrupr Nature. Pag. 33 
Lett. XII. The Learned find Fault with rhe Works which 
come from God, and they don't obſerve that they them- 
ſelves cannot re-eſtabliſh nor reform any thing, bur af- 
ter the confuſed manner of the Builders - Babel. 
A | | 4g. 41 
Lett. XIII. How far the ſeveral Parties of Religion Pa 
eſtranged from Truth and Virtue, and how they oughr 
to recover the ſame, „ a6 
Lett. XIV. They who ſeek God purely are few in Num- 
ber, and perſecuted by rhoſe who have nothing but 
Words, as it is in all the Parties. Pag. 49 
Lett. XV. That it is not fit to ſeek after Porſons, for fear 
of being deceived, or of rcaring up h :mane, unvro- 


ficable, and hurtful Buildings Pag. 2 Lew, 
N. 
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Lett. XVI. On the ſame Subject. pPuag. 56 


op XVII. It is not neceſſary for . chat one em- 
3 4 e ſect or party of Religion, as they do in 
| Babel; bur that he practiſe tbe Doctrine of Chriſt, and 
become a true Chriſtian. Of the Uſe and Abuſe 
of Ceremonies and Sacraments, pag. 59 
Lett. XVIII. Thoſe who ought ro ach Feſus Chrift, 
are Enemies to the Imitation of Chriſt, and turn Men 
away from it, 1 che falſe Impreſſion . give unto 
their Minds. Fag. 64 
1 t. XIX. Of the Mens being Bbemies to the 

Truth; eee ning of Souls, while they make 
tbe Imicarion of 5 Chrif to be a thing above our i 

h, and impute the aiming at ic to Raſhneſs and Pre- 

- farngrion, "Hol 4 Exhortations. 1 abfl * Pag. 67. 

Lett. XX. br e degeneracy of the Church. The way 

of falſe Reformations, and of rhe "eſe. How few 

+: Chriſtians there are. Pag. 71 
. Lett. XI. The Dae ie ſeem to 000 the Works ü 
of God, occaſion greater Light and Edificariqn ; and 
Men ought not to meddle with mending er carrecting N 
N or interpreting em in an humane way. Pag. 75 ] 
| I. That it is nor ſit to change from one Religion = 
j 1 ber, all being void of che Spirit of Feſus Chriſt 3 | 
4 but that a Man ought to cleave to the Doctrine of the | 
* ſpel, and become a true Chriſtian, 8 God in i 
| Spirit _ Truth. Fag. 77 
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56 ten by Ars. Antonia Sour! 3 compriſed in 
— _ Nineteen P pee: * ' _ 

din 

nd Vol, , Queains an Apologetical.Preface for 
uſe 1 4 5 s Doctrine and Perſon. * 
59 Her Int our by herſelf, | „ 

I, Her Exteriour Lifep! e x | 
len 2. Mrs. Ant. Bourignon's Life continued by a Friend) 
nto | 3. God's Call, ap Men's Refulal, in 2 Parts. 
64 / * Treatiſt of the Solitary Life. 


A. laſt Mercy of God, 11811 A 
ki riſen in Darkneſs, in 4 parts. 2 ? 
* The uneral of Falſe — * it and 2d . 
6. The Funeral of Falſe Divinity, zd and ach Parts. 
2 The Light of the World, in 4 Parts. 
8. The Academy of Leatned Divines.. 
- The Confuſion of the Builders of Babel. 
9. A Treatiſe of Solid Virtue, in 2 Parts. 8 
10. 822 againſt rhe 4 labert. ee FLY 
Perſecutions of the Righ tees. 
11. The Teſtimony of Truth, iſt Parr. 
12. A Collection of Teſtimonies iven to Mrs: 4.3 by 
many Perſons of undoubted Credit and Venen 
. 3. The Teftimony of Truth, 2d Part. "7 
| Innocence acknowledg'd, and. Truth lovers, | 
4. The Touch»ftone, (ments, 
* The Motning-Star, with a Collection of divers Frag- 
15. The Blindneſs of Men now a-days, in 2 Parts. 
16. Antichriſt diſcover'd, in 2 Parts. Tis 
The Holy Perſpective. B | 
17. The Renovation of the Goſvel, S in 3 Pars. 
18. The New Heaven and the New Earth. — 
he Stones of the New Jeruſalem. . _ 
19 Sound Advices to all ſorts of Perſons. To which is an? - 
_ d The  IHuminared 7. Engelhert s Vifion of the three 
ſtates, - | 
Noſt of theſe Writings are wracifſeeed from che Origindl 
French i into the High and Lom Dutch. Solid Virtue, Part I. 
The Touch-Stone, and The Renovation of the Goſpel-Spirit, 
Part I, al ſo into Latin. The Light of the World, Solid Virtue, 
| The Lig bt L. nb in Darkneſs, The Renovation of the Goſpel: 
| f * Apirit, 7 arning againſt the Quakers, The Perſecut ion of 
bee Righteous, The Academy of Learned Divines, and The 


| Confuſi ton of the Builders of Rabel, into Engliſh. BOOKS 


oh 2 > * © ,/ ** 
SY 3 


* 
* 


een een 
BOOKS. printed for R. Burrough aud. J. Baker, 
4 the Sun and Moon in Cornhill. 


and Encampments in Germany, Spagp. 
ab ; 


Together with the moſt; conſider Treaties and | 


0 Alliances made with France from the Vear 1687, 
* to the Year. 1707. Intermixt with ſeveral Ori- 
; ginab Private Letters ſ never before made publick) 
written by the French King, Cardinal Portocgrrera, 
| Duke of Arjou, Eleckbr of Ravaria, Charles IIl. 
of Spain, the D. of Marlborough, B. of Ormond, 
M. Auverquerque, M. Fagel, &c. Tranſlated from 
the French. D {ole pom 7 31 
The Harmony v of the Holy Goſpels; digeſted 
into one Hiſtory, according to the Order of Time; 
Divided into 3 5 Leſſons, with ſuitable Medita- 
tions and Prayers ſubjoin'd to each Leſſon. Done 
Originally dy the Author of the Devotions by way 
of Offices, publiſn'd by Dr. Hick; ; reformed and 
improved by James Bonnell Eſq; late Accomptant- 
] General of Jreland, for his own Uſe z and now 
3 publiſhed from his own: Papers, for the Uſe of 
; others, by the Author of his Life. 
The Hiſtory of -Infant-Baptiſm, in Two Parts. 
The Firſt being an impartial Collection of all ſuch 
Paſſages in the Writers of the Four firſt Centuries 
 as.do make FOR or, AGAINST it. The Second 
4 containing ſeveral Things that do help to illu- 
4 ſtrate the ſaid Hiſtory, By W. Wall;Vicar of Shore- 
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ban in Kent. The 2d Edit. Xl 9346304 008088 

Pietas Hallenſis: Being an Hiſtorical Narration of 

the wonderful Footſteps of Divine Providence. in 

re&ing, Carrying on and Building the Orphan- _ 

Wale, and other charitable Inſtitutions, at Glaucha *. © 
a: . . 
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near Hall in Saxony, without any- viſible Fund to | 


ſupport it. By Auguſtus Hermannus Franck, pro- 


feſſor of Divinity in the Frederician Univerſity 


of Hall, Paſtor of Glaucha, and Director of the 
pious Foundations there. Continued to the Begin- 
ning of the Year 1702. In a Letter to a Friend. 
And an Appendix, giving a more clear and full 
View of the Progreſs of Learning and Chriſtian Pie- 
ty, both in the ſaid Univerſity and in the Royal 
Collegiate Schools under the Protection and Patro- 
nage of the preſent King of Pruſſia. 
Manuductio ad Lectionem Scripturæ Sacræ, Au. 
guſts Hermanni Franc iii, S. Th. Prof. Hallenſ. O- 


mnibus Theologiz Sacrz Cultoribys commendata, 


a Petro Allix, S. T. P. Cum Nova Præfatione, de 
Impedimentis Studii Theologici, & Appendice ex- 


| hibente augen Eccleſiæ Anglicanæ Scriptorum Lo- 


ca, ad Illuſtrationem Opuſculi facientia. 
A Warning againſt the Quaters: Wherein the 
Errors of that Sect are plainly detected; and the 


Authority of Governours, both Civil and Eccle- 
ſtaſtical, fully vindicated. Together with an Ac- 


count of the Principles, Means and Characters of 


true Chriſtianity and Regeneration in the Spirit of 


Feſus Chriſt. To which is prefix'd a Preface to the 
Engliſh Reader. 5 | 
A Collection of Letters, written by Mrs. An- 
tonia Bourignon, upon Occaſion of the many Per- 
ſecutions raiſed againſt her for the Sake of the 
8 n Tel 
The Renovation of the Goſpel. Spirit, in 3 Parts. 
Shewing the Univerſal Apoſtacy of Mankind from 


the Spirit and Life of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : With 
the ſure and infallible Means of retrieving it. 


All Three written by Mrs. Antonia Bourignon, and 
done out of French; with Prefaces to the Engliſh 
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